
News and Notes  
    March 2018 

Dear Parents, 

 

Happy Spring! March has arrived and with it hopefully some nice weather. As you are all aware, the 
weather can change rather quickly from the morning to the afternoon. Please remember to continue to 

send the heavy coats and when we have snow, boots and snow pants so that the children are able to 

play outside. We do go outside every day, so prepare your children with the proper outerwear. We have 

a busy month ahead, so watch for special notes and handouts coming home this month.  

 

Please take some time to visit our big room and notice we have an enlarged 4 year old classroom.  Our 
YoungStar consultant spent an evening at our center helping us to build and enrich our 4 year old 

room. With our YoungStar technical rating just around the corner, we needed to do some re-arranging 

in that classroom. Now all of our classrooms have environments that YoungStar encourages as positive 

learning environments. The children are excited about the new changes and are having fun with some 

of the new materials that we have added.  
 

 In February our hot lunch program began with a good deal of success. The children are enjoying serv-

ing themselves, and enjoying the food being served for hot lunch. Just a reminder that the hot lunch 

order is due by the 19th of the month, and once I send it in we are no longer able to add any lunches to 

the order. Remember to please include your payment with your order with a separate check or cash 

from your tuition payment.  
 

The Food for Families food drive started in February and will run through March and the beginning of 

April. The ECC has challenged our day school in a contest as to who can collect the most amount of 

dry goods for the food drive. The winner will be rewarded with donuts, or donut holes for the smaller 

children, supplied by the losing team. I was at the school recently and noticed that they already have 1 
box filled with dry goods. Please remember to grab a few extra items the next couple of weeks when you 

do your grocery shopping and simple help the children drop the articles in our donation box.   

 

Our picture day for Spring has been set for March 15th. Lifetouch will once again take the individual as 

well as a class picture. If there are any sibling pictures that you would like taken, please let me know 

ahead of time so that we schedule those first. We will begin with the younger classrooms at 7AM and 
work our way to the 4 year olds. Remember to return your order form the day of pictures or even a few 

days ahead of time.  

 

 We are in need of a few items that you may have around your house. Please consider donating any of 

the following items to us: Scrap art supplies (such as yarn, felt, string, etc..), scrap paper, plastic gro-
cery bags, old magazines with pictures, old cookbooks, food menus, clean empty food boxes and con-

tainers for housekeeping centers, Styrofoam, and empty baby wipe containers. If you know of anyone 

that is need of a rocking chair, please check out the one rocking chair next to the office.  

 

As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please stop in the office or call me. 

God’s Blessings, 

Rachel Miliacca 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Wednesday, March 7th –School Open House–Tour and visit the teachers at our day school 4:00–7:00 PM 

Thursday, March 8 – Popcorn Lovers Day – Puffed corn for snack    

Thursday, March 15th – Picture Day  

Friday, March 16th – St Patrick’s Day Celebration – Wear Green to celebrate 

Friday, March 16th – Parent Night Out – 6PM to 10 PM 

Monday, March 19th-Friday March 23rd – Camp Graceland Open  

Tuesday, March 20th – First Day of Spring – Wear bright colors or floral prints 

Monday, March 26th – National Waffle Day Celebration – Waffles for snack       

Tuesday, March 27th – School Open House –Tour and visit the teachers at our day school 4:00-7:00 PM 

Thursday, March 29th – Monday, April 2nd – Camp Graceland Open 

Friday, March 30th – Good Friday – Possible shortened hours  

 

 
Parent Night Out 

 

Staff:  Rachel Miliacca 
  Katie Nowack 
 

A special Parent Night Out for February is planned for March 16th. We will celebrate St Patrick’s Day. 

We will decorate clovers, play games and watch a movie.  

 

Friday, March 16th, 2018 
 

6PM to 10PM 
 

 

As always this program is open to any Grace Early Childhood Center child, Grace Lutheran School stu-

dents, and any members of the community who wish to come. Please look for the sign-up sheets on the 

bulletin board near the ECC office, or call 762-8755 to make a reservation. A minimum $10 donation 
for our services is appreciated. We will use the money donated for improvements to our classrooms.       
 

                                                                                                                                      



Koalas (6 weeks to 1 year) 

 
 

Staff:  Christie Perez, Samantha Otzelberger, Rachel Miliacca 
          

Our main theme in February was healthy habits. The older infants have been practicing washing their 

hands with soap and water in the sink. The young babies are still washing with soap and a washcloth. 

We have been singing the “Washing our hands and face” song to all the babies as we wash up. As soon as 

all the babies see the washcloth and hear the song they now know it is time to hold out their hands to be 

washed. Some of the babies take the washcloth and wash their own faces, or the tables, or even the other 

children. This is also a great opportunity to incorporate some math in our day, by counting fingers as we 
wash them. 

 

We also did some activities about our teeth. It was a challenge counting some of the baby’s teeth, while 

about half of the babies are not shy about showing them. The babies love to play with our material book 

about a bear getting ready for a nap and using the attached material toothbrush to brush his teeth. We 
incorporated a sensory activity painting with toothbrushes.  

 

The babies were also very busy making Valentine’s Day cards for our parents, as well as enjoying a small 

Valentine’s Day celebration with the Flamingos and Penguins.  

 

We practiced praying together during our February Jesus time.. We will continue to work on folding their 
hands and saying a short prayer. Our final lesson in February was about how Jesus helps us say, “Thank

-you.” Now anytime we have an opportunity to sign “thank you” to the children we do.  

 

Our main theme for March will be Dr. Seuss and other children’s authors/fairy tales. We will be enjoying 

some felt stories with the children as well as some new books that are some of the teacher’s favorites with 
the children. Our Jesus time in March will be about how Jesus feeds five thousand with pretend bread, 

Mary and Martha, and the Good Shepherd.  

   

 

               

 Lily and Grace painting with toothbrushes.  
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              Freddie enjoying a Valentine’s Day Treat.  



 

FLAMINGOS (Transition Room)  
 

Staff:  Kim Haake 
  

Welcome back to another fabulous month in Flamingos!   We have been working on sharing and gentle 

touches with our friends and our new friends.  We are also working on saying please when we would like 

more of something. 

 

Last month was full of fun activities such as learning about healthy foods for our bodies and hearts.  We 
were able to do some snow inside again for a fun activity with our friends in the Koala room.  We had a fun 

time with our friends for the Valentine’s Day party and enjoyed eating healthy snacks such as red straw-

berries, red raspberries and yes some blueberries.  We also had some red heart cut out Jello.  Thank you 

so much for helping our little ones have a fun time and learn about healthy fruits and vegetables. 

 
For the month of March we will be learning new bible stories as well as talking about the weather.  We will 

talk about how our weather is still changing and that it is going to be getting warmer outside. We will also 

start to talk about St. Patrick’s Day and the color green.  We may plan a day to eat green’s such as broccoli 

or green Jello.  Also for this month we will plan some fun outdoor activities, and if unable to get outside, 

we will do our activity inside.  This will consist of rolling a ball to a friend and climbing through a tunnel. 

 
Hope your month of March goes well, and I look forward to having more time to play with the children out-

doors as soon as we have the better weather.  Still, there could be more snow, but maybe we can bundle 

up and get outdoors to play in it.    Have a great month!   

 

 

 

 

Freddie and Hazel playing  in the 

snow. Maeve waiting to walk down to 

her classroom. 



 

PENGUINS (1 – 2 year olds) 
 

Staff:  Ms. Jessi,  Ms. Jennifer 

 

 

The Penguins had a fun time in February talking about our hearts. While learning about hearts 

we did many art projects that involved the heart shape including bingo dabbers, tissue paper and 

crayons. We had so much fun at our Valentine’s Day party trying many red and pink foods; the 

Cool Whip was our favorite. What a great sensory project this was as the Penguins discovered that 

it wasn’t only squishy but that it tasted great too. Thanks to all the parents that brought in treats 

for our party, without your help we could not have had the fun that we had.   

One of the Bible stories that we talked about in February was “The Good Samaritan.” With this 

story the children learned that there are many ways to be a helper, and that God is our number one 

helper. We also talked about how much God loves each and every one of us and that he is always 

there to love and help.  

We would like to welcome Ms. Jennifer to our classroom. She has been having so much fun get-

ting to know the children and their families. If you haven’t had the chance yet to meet her,  make 

sure to stop in and say “Hi” and welcome her to our Grace Lutheran ECC team.  

 We would also like to welcome David Jr., Patrick, Addison, and Aaron as they join the  Penguin 

classroom. We are so excited to have them join the Penguin classroom and to be able to watch them 

grow and develop. WELCOME!   

During the Month of March, the Penguin Class will work on the colors green and yellow. We will 

work on the signs for “milk” and “more” to help the children communicate a little easier. We will 

start the month talking about authors. We will focus on a child favorite, Dr. Seuss. We will read 

many of his books, do fun process art and maybe even try some green eggs and ham. If your family 

has a favorite Dr. Seuss book, please bring it in to share with the class. We will then continue the 

month as we talk about St Patrick’s Day and Spring. We will begin to plant seeds for our garden so 

that the plants can grow and mature before the weather warms up. Once it is finally warm, we can 

begin planting our garden boxes. Stay tuned and watch as the green house appears again. We will 

finish the month talking about Easter and the greatest gift of all JESUS! 

Don’t forget March 15th is Picture Day. Dress your best and bring extra cloths as we can change 

your children after their picture. Watch for more information to come soon.  

.   

 

        

 

 

 

 



ELEPHANTS (2-3 year olds) 

Staff:  Jane Durant, & Ashanta Tyce 

 

Hello, parents of the Elephant room!  There were a lot of special days in February.  These 

included Presidents Day, Groundhogs Day and Valentine’s Day.  For Dental Health month we 

had a special visit from Dental Health Associates.   I would like to thank all those who 

brought in a fruit for our Valentine’s party snack.  We wish Daniella and Eleazar a very hap-

py birthday! 

Our theme for the month of  February is “Jesus Loves Us.”  We celebrated Presidents Day 

by making a George Washington paper plate decoration with streamers.  We built a log cabin 

out of rolled up brown paper for Abraham Lincoln’s house.  Our Valentine’s party was a lot of 

fun and the fruit salad was delicious.  The children were able to identify all the different types 

of fruit and were not shy about asking for more, yummy!  Each child got to put their own 

Valentines in all their friends decorated treat bags.  We also did other Valentines related 

crafts such hand stamping heart shapes, sorting and matching different colored hearts, col-

oring hearts and gluing torn paper on a heart shape.  We glued teeth on our crocodile’s 

mouth and painted a tooth shape with a toothbrush for our dental theme.  We used band 

aids and doctor kits to help heal the people in our bible stories.  These included, “The Good 

Samaritan” and “The Ten Lepers.”  Lastly, we learned about our five senses.  We popped pop-

corn for smell, played instruments for sound and “I Spy” for sight.   We graphed the results of 

our taste test for taste and finger traced in sand various shapes for touch. 

Our theme in March is “God Gives Us Good Things.”  God gave us his only son so that we 

would have forgiveness of sins and everlasting life.  We explain the Easter story by opening 

up one resurrection egg a day each with a special item inside.  We will also be focusing on a 

few other themes such as Dr. Seuss, St. Patrick’s Day, Feelings and Friendships. 

 

“...’I am the resurrection and the life.  The one who believes in me will live even though they 

die;  and whoever lives by believing in me will never die…’” John 11:25-26. 

 

God’s richest blessings, 

Jane & Ashanta 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 
BEARS (3-4 year old) 

 

Staff:  Katie Nowack 

 Danyale Boone  
  
What a month it has been! It has been so much fun getting to see how so many of the children that I had 

as “Tiggers” have grown and matured. It has been a blessing seeing each of them grow into their own per-

sonalities. We are all getting used to so many changes. Both teachers and children are adjusting well. Watch 

as many more changes are to come.  

 

In February we had so much fun learning about how to keep our bodies healthy and strong. We talked 

about each of the food groups and are working on identifying the foods that we are eating as healthy and 

unhealthy. We had a special visit from Dental Associates, they taught us the proper way to brush and keep 

our teeth healthy and strong. 

 

One of the Bears favorite Bible stories from the month was Jesus Calms the Storm. We worked on team 

building, as we paired up and acted out “Row, Row, Row Your Boat.” We also made wave bottles that the 

children were able to take home to act out the story for their family. They are still talking about this story 

today. 

 

We will began this month to focus on planting our seeds and starting to get them growing so that when 

the snow melts (or I guess we can say when Spring is really here) we can once again get our gardens growing 

and watch them grow like each of us. We will focus on the idea that plants grow bigger and bigger with water 

and sun, as we grow with healthy choices.  

 

We will also talk about authors in March. We will start with Dr. Seuss as we celebrate his birthday with 

green eggs and ham for snack. We will read many of his books during the 1st week in March. We will contin-

ue our authors theme with the Eric Carle series as we read the Grouchy Lady bug where we concentrate on 

being kind to each other. We will also read a favorite of all the children “Brown Bear.”  

 

We will end the month of March talking about Easter as we celebrate Easter on April 1st 2018. What a 

great story for the children to learn as they see what Jesus gave them and how we need to use and remem-

ber this idea every day.   

Pajama Day! Celebrating Valentine’s Day.  

By wearing Red and Pink at our Party 



 
MONKEYS (4 year olds) 

 

 

 

Staff:  Judi Behlke 
          

Our January theme was “Winter”. We read books, made marble mittens, torn paper snowmen, potato 

February was a busy month for us Monkeys. Our theme time centered around “Valentine,” dental health, 

and keeping our bodies healthy. Fun stories, songs, and activities were done to help the learning be fun 
and active.  

 

During Jesus time we heard more stories of his awesome powerful miracles. At the end of the month we 

also learned about sin and the need for Jesus our Savior! Throughout the month each child played sever-

al games to help them work on their individual goals. I must say it’s a special joy as their teacher to see 
each one building on their abilities and skills. As parents, I hope you are also seeing positive growth and 

reinforce the skills and concepts they are learning.  

 

Please remember to send folders and back packs daily. This simple habit helps get all “home” papers to 

the right owner. We are finding some papers dropped or left on the floor in the coat area.  

 
Love in Christ, 

 

Ms Judi 

 
                
                                                                                              

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


