
News and Notes  
November 2017 

Dear Parents, 

October was a very busy month around the ECC. It finally feels like fall with the recent drop of our tem-

peratures, and we are starting to get ready for the winter months to come. Grace Lutheran Early Child-

hood Center has so much to be thankful for. That will be our focus for the month of November. All the 

classrooms will focus on giving thanks to God, and to anyone that touches our lives. We will also wel-

come fall through our experiences in the classroom with fall materials such as apples, pumpkins, leaves, 

acorns and all things “harvest”.  

November is a time where we also give thanks to the Grace community for all of their help throughout 

the year. On Tuesday, November 21 we will host a center wide Thanksgiving Feast for all the children as 

well as any volunteers that have come forward to help make this past year such a success.  Information 

has been posted on the parent bulletin board and more details will come home with your child very soon.  

This year our three and four year old children will be included with Grace School/Sunday School children’s Christmas program. 

The program will be held on Thursday, December 21, at 6:30. The program will part of our weekly Advent service. While the 

other children from our center may be too young to participate in the program during the service, they will participate in dis-

playing their art work throughout the Church and Center. More information will be coming home in the weeks to come, but 

remember to save the date.  

As we move into the season of giving and the Celebration of Jesus birth we also look forward to the cool, sometimes cold, pos-

sibly snowy days at the ECC. With that in mind it is now time to switch over all the summer clothes with warmer clothes. Please 

check that you child has a warm winter coat, snow pants, boots, hats, and mittens and that they are marked with at least the 

child’s initials on the label. Just a reminder that we go outside daily, except in inclement weather or under the following condi-

tions: Wind chill of 10 degrees F or below for ages two and above, or wind chills of 20 degrees F or below for children under 

the age of two.   

Notable November Dates 

Thursday, November 2 – National Deviled Egg Day- Deviled eggs will be served with child’s lunch from home 

Monday, November 6 – Packer Day – Wear a Packer shirt, Green and Gold, or your favorite team shirt. 

Tuesday, November 7 – Hug a Bear Day – Children may bring their favorite bear to school for naps.  

Friday, November 17 – Homemade Bread Day – Children will be able to sample various types of homemade bread today.  

Friday, November 17 – Parent Night Out – Thanksgiving celebration 6pm to 10 pm 

Tuesday, November 21 – Center Wide Thanksgiving Feast – Look for information posted on the parent bulletin board.  

Thursday, November 23 – Center Closed – Have a Blessed Thanksgiving! 

Friday, November 24 - Holiday Hours – Center will be open 7AM to 4PM today.  

Wednesday, November 29 – Autumn Colors Day – Wear orange, brown and yellow to celebrate autumn.  

As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to stop in the office and talk to me.  

Rachel Miliacca 

Director  



 

Parent Night Out  

 

Staff:  Rachel Miliacca 
  Katie Nowack 
 

 
 

Our new session of Parent Night Out began with a Halloween party. We had 15 children attend this 

fun filled evening. We began making cookies for our snack while watching the movie. The children all 
wore their costumes and we went Trick-or-Treating to two different classrooms. We spent some time 

playing Halloween games including glow stick tic tac toe, glow toss, and ring around the candy corn. 

We ended the evening with our cookies and a movie.   

 

Our next event will be held 
 Friday, November 17th 

  6 PM to 10 PM. 
 
At our November Parent Night Out we will make place mats for Thanksgiving, participate in cool whip 

painting, and cook a special treat for movie time.  

 

As always this program is open to any Grace Early Childhood Center child, Grace Lutheran School 

students, and any members of the community who wish to come. Please look for the sign-up sheets 

by the ECC office, or call 762-8755 to make a reservation. A minimum $10 donation for our services 
is appreciated. We will use the money donated for improvements to our classrooms.  

 

 

 

 
 

 



Angels (6 weeks to 1 year)      

           
Staff:  Christie Perez, Samantha Otzelberger, Rachel Miliacca 
          
Our main theme for October was signs of fall. The Angel (baby) room enjoyed observing all the nature 

signs of fall on our daily stroller rides with the Tigger’s and the Busy Bees. As we were strolling down the 
road we collected numerous leaves for our sensory activities. The babies were given sealed plastic bags 

with dried leaves in them and they had fun crushing them. We closed the month of October exploring 

pumpkins. A great sensory activity for the babies was rolling, throwing, and drumming on small pump-

kins with faces painted on them. Another fun activity we shared as a center was Trick-or-Treat day. The 

babies had fun visiting with all the other children in the center and seeing all the costumes. Look for pic-

tures of this event on the baby classroom door.   
 

Our Health and Physical development for October was centered around sitting. For the younger babies, 

we are practicing our movement from sitting to laying, and laying to sitting. Most of the younger babies 

can begin to sit up from a laying position. We welcomed Eleanor to our classroom in the month of Octo-

ber and also are working on transitioning Bailey to the Pooh classroom.  
 

We also had a “ball” rolling and bouncing the balls. The older babies are making baskets in our basket-

ball hoop. For the younger babies our fine motor skills for the month of October and November will con-

tinue to focus on “pincer” work along with eye-hand coordination. For the older babies we are adding art 

work to our classroom with daubers, and hand and foot prints. Watch the bulletin board and classroom 

door for the new additions.  
 

Our bible stories for the month of October fit well with our block play. We talked about Abraham’s new 

home, Isaac’s birth and Joseph’s family. We also pulled out some of the dolls and wrapped them in blan-

kets and the children had fun pretending to take care of them.  

 
Our theme for the month of November is Harvest/Thanksgiving. We will talk about Moses’s birth, cross-

ing the Red Seas, and the New Land. The center is planning a Thanksgiving feast on November 21st. You 

will receive more details in the coming weeks. We are hoping that our baby parents will help provide some 

foods the babies can eat. 

 

The month of November is a time for us to be thankful.  we have a lot to be thankful for in the Angel 
room.  As your child’s teachers, we would like to thank all the parents for sharing their children with us.  

 

 

 
                                 
 

 

 

 

 
 

     

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 Camile and Cole enjoying floor time. Freddie practicing his walking skills 



Pooh  

 

Staff:  Kim Haacke 
  
Welcome back to Pooh!  We had such an exciting month last month with opening our new room for 

the ones who are in transition from infants to toddlers.  I am excited to say that we had a successful 

month getting to know each other, learning our routines, and just having fun.   

 
In October we had fun with our special dress days including denim day, farmer’s day, and of course 

Packer Day! Some of the Pooh children participated in National Bologna Day by enjoying a Bologna 

sandwich, fresh fruit and a cookie for desert. The children enjoyed working on their projects, singing 

songs, finger plays, and hearing stories about God and how he created all things.  We did our family 

board along with the “all about me” boards and have had a successful start to our classroom.  

 
In October the children also participated in the center wide Trick or Treat on October 31st. Look for 

pictures posted outside the Pooh classroom. We closed out the month of October with our study of 

how God gives us our home and family.  

 

Looking forward to November and our Harvest/Thanksgiving theme, we are planning on making tur-

key hand prints, pilgrim hats, and Indian hats to name a few. In our Jesus time we will learn about 
Moses’ birth and the battle of Jericho.  

 

David working on physical development 

through arm strength and pushing toys on 

the classroom floor. 

Maeve enjoying snack time as she begins to 

transition into the Pooh classroom. 



Tiggers (1 – 2 year olds)      Staff:  Katie Nowack 
 

 

  
The Tiggers experienced many activities in the month of October with the other classrooms in the center. It was 

great to see our Tiggers interacting with the older children. We continued to take our daily walks with the Angel 

and Pooh kids.    

Our sensory activities in October included many fun art projects. We painted with leaves that we picked up on our 

walks, we made handprint acorns, and we painted with pieces of a pumpkin. We also did many art projects that 

reflected out Bible stories for the month of October. Some of the bible stories activities included experiencing tex-

tured paint by painting “brick” for the tower of Babel, “squeezing the glue bottles and gluing shapes together to 

make homes as in Abraham’s new home.  

We ended October with a Trick or Treat party. All the children dressed up in their costumes and walked room to 

room to get a little treat. The Tigger class also enjoyed playing with glow sticks. A great Science lesson in object 

permanence this month was hiding the glow sticks, turning off the lights and realizing that because things are out 

of sight does not mean they do not exist. This was an exciting experiment for the children and much giggling could 

be heard throughout the room. 

In the Month of November the Tigger Too Kids will be learning about the color brown and will review the shapes 

circle and triangle. We will practice using the signs “help” and “stop”. The Tiggers will learn about pilgrims, scare-

crows, and Thanksgiving. Our Jesus time for November will focus on the things that the children can be thankful 

for including our Moms, Dad, brothers and sisters. As long as weather permits we will continue to go on nature 

walks as we point out how the summer colors are changing and the leaves are falling.  We will then end the month 

of November with a Thanksgiving Feast on Tuesday, November 21st.   Please look for more information in the com-

ing weeks.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

   

 

 

 

Chase celebrating his 2nd Birthday 

as he transitions into the Busy Bee 

Classroom. 

Elijah squeezing a glue bottle  
to build his house. 



Busy Bees (2 – 3 year olds) 

Staff:  Miss Jane 

 

Hello parents of the Busy Bee room!  The weather sure has been beautiful this month.  We 

have been enjoying our walks and looking at all the autumn colors.  I want to thank all those 

who came to the spaghetti dinner, it was a big success.  It will certainly help all of our class-

rooms get ready for our Accreditation.  We had a lot of fun celebrating Halloween by Trick-or-

Treating to all the classrooms. 

 

Our theme for the month of October is “Signs of Fall.”  We did activities related to the red, 

yellow and green apples.  We cut open apples, looked inside, talked about the anatomy and 

did some apple stamping with paint.  We also did some sponge painting to make all different 

colored leaves.   Our daily walks are so much fun since the weather has been beautiful.  

We’ve been collecting things such 

as leaves and chestnuts.  We also 

keep our eyes open for Mr. Pea-

nuts, our friendly neighborhood 

squirrel.  “I spy something or-

ange” and the children find things 

such as leaves and pumpkins and 

count how many they see.  In ad-

dition, we see fun Halloween dec-

orations on our walks.  Pump-

kins, pumpkins and pumpkins!   

Our Halloween decorations were 

made by our classroom.  They 

glued different colored shapes to 

make pumpkins, hand stamped 

to make a spider.  For our Hallow-

een party, we peeled and stuck on 

the face and stem on our foam 

pumpkins and read “The Pump-

kin Prayer.” 

 

Our theme for November is 

“Harvest and Thanksgiving.”  We 

will be doing activities relating to 

the pilgrims, the Mayflower, Plym-

outh rock and the Native Americans.  The fall harvest season gives us so many delicious 

foods.  Tasting and doing crafts with these foods is our focus.  We will also be making our 

own Thanksgiving prayer placemats.  Don’t forget, we will be celebrating our own special 

Thanksgiving lunch here at the ECC. 

 
 
 

 



Lambs I and II (3-4 year olds) 
 
Staff: Judi Behlke, Danyale Boone 

 

What a beautiful fall we have had so far! 

 

Our themes for the month of October had us learning about “signs of fall” (weather, leaves, pumpkins 

and animals). We also spent a week talking about “fire safety”. We practiced crawling low to the floor, 
stop-drop and roll, and going to our meeting place outside the building. We are working on letter recog-

nition in our Language time, and patterns, numbers/set in our Math time.  

 

The Little Lamb classroom would like to thank Ms. Amy Pankow, the 2nd grade teacher at Grace Luther-

an School, for inviting us to go to Apple Holler with the school children. It was a great day; we were 
blessed with wonderful weather. A big thank you to all the parent chaperones: Janelle Yeh, Andrea Ve-

lazquez, Kelley Verzella, and Cynthia Koprowski (Morgan Behnke’s Grandma). 

 

A special reminder when packing your child’s lunch. Please remember to send either a sandwich, anoth-

er main course, or items that need only to be warmed up in the microwave. Due to time and the number 

of students, we cannot cook/make lunches such as Mac n Cheese, TV dinners etc. Keep in mind you 
can always make these at home put them in a thermos and they will stay hot until lunch time. We can 

also warm them up before lunch, but warming them for a few seconds versus cooking Mac n Cheese 

which takes 5 minutes to cook and then 5 more minutes to cool before the child can eat really makes a 

difference in a classroom of 20 children.  

 
We are happy and grateful to welcome Ms. Danyale to our teaching staff in the Little Lamb classroom. 

The children welcomed her nicely, and I know she will be a wonderful addition to your child’s everyday 

life here at Grace ECC. 

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please stop and talk with me or send a note with your child. As 

always we are blessed to have your son/daughter in our Little Lamb classroom. 
 

 

God Bless you and your families!  

Ms. Judi and Ms. Danyale 

 

                                                        
 

                               
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Belle and Sofia working on patterning.                                               Morning exercise time in Large Group. 



 

 

Annual Thanksgiving Celebration 

Tuesday, November 21, 2017 

Lunch will be served at 11 am 
 

Our children will once again gather together and enjoy a center wide Thanksgiving dinner.  

If you are interested in helping us by donating any part of our feast, please sign up on the 

sheet located on the bulletin board outside the office.  

The feast will include mashed potatoes, sweet potatoes, stuffing, green bean casserole, 

cranberries, rolls, pumpkin pie with cool whip. The ECC will provide the turkey for the feast. 

As part of our Thanksgiving feast, we will also honor the volunteers who help the ECC dur-

ing the year and invite them to join in our Thanksgiving feast as our way of thanking them 

for all the good things they do for us.  

 

 Giving thanks always for everything to God the Father 

 in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ;   

        Ephesians 5:20 

 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%205.20

