
News and Notes  
    December 2017 

 

 

Merry Christmas!  

The center is buzzing with excitement this month in anticipation of the celebration of the birth of 

Jesus! You will find the children learning new songs, preparing for their Advent service, and enjoying 

bible stories centered around the birth of Jesus.  

Just a reminder that this year our three and four year old children will be included with Grace 

School/Sunday School children’s Christmas program. The program will be held on Thursday, Decem-

ber 21, at 6:30, and will be part of our weekly Advent service. You are also invited to the advent din-

ner held at the day school prior to the service. Dinner will be served from 5:15 to 6:15 pm. At the 

school location.  Please arrive at the Early Childhood Center no later than 6:15 pm. For the service. 

The children will meet in the classrooms and will proceed upstairs as a group.   While the other chil-

dren from our center may be too young to participate in the program during the service, they will par-

ticipate in displaying their art work throughout the Church and Center. Parents of the younger chil-

dren, please plan on attending and enjoying all the beautiful art work that our children have been 

busy working on, as well as a joyful advent service. Parents and children are invited to attend any of 

the Advent services as well as the weekly Sunday worship services throughout the year. 

With the New Year approaching we are working on some changes that will take place the beginning 

of the year. One of the changes is that we are renaming our classrooms.  All families should have re-

ceived a ballet to vote on the new classroom names. Please return to the office when you have made 

your decision, and watch the reminder board in the foyer for updates on how the voting is progress-

ing. You also should have received a survey in regards to implementing a hot lunch program at the 

center. Please return the survey to the office and please consider any help that you or anyone in your 

family can give us. 

As we move into the season of giving and the Celebration of Jesus birth we also look forward to the 

cool, sometimes cold, possibly snowy days at the ECC. With that in mind it is now time to switch over 

all the summer clothes with warmer clothes. Please check that you child has a warm winter coat, 

snow pants, boots, hats, and mittens and that they are marked with at least the child’s initials on the 

label. Just a reminder that we go outside daily, except in inclement weather or under the following 

conditions: Wind chill of 10 degrees F or below for ages two and above, or wind chills of 20 degrees F 

or below for children under the age of two.   

God’s Blessings,  

Rachel Miliacca 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notable December Dates 

Friday, Dec 8th  National Brownie Day  

   Brownies will be served during snack 

Friday, Dec 8th   PJ Day 

   Wear your PJ’s all day! 

Wed, Dec 13th  National Cocoa Day  

   We will service hot chocolate and marshmallows during snack.  

Friday, Dec 15th  Packer/Green and Gold Day  

   Wear packer attire or your favorite team 

Thursday,  Dec 21st  1st Day of Winter  

   Wear blue and white to celebrate  

Monday, Dec 25th  Center Closed. Merry Christmas! 

The members of Grace extend an invitation to join us as we celebrate 

the gift of Jesus this Christmas Season! 

 

CHRISTMAS 

WE CELEBRATE CHRIST’S ARRIVAL 

Thursday, December 21 6:30 pm  Children’s Christmas Service 

Sunday, December 24 4:00 & 5:30 pm  Christmas Eve Service    

  11:00 pm  Candlelight Service 

Monday, December 25 9:30 am  Christmas Festival (with Communion) 

Sundday, December 31 6:30 pm  New Year’s Eve Service (with Communion) 

 



.  

 

Parent Night Out  

 Staff:  Rachel Miliacca , Katie Nowack 

 

Our new session of Parent Night Out has ended for the year. Thank you to all the parents and chil-

dren for participating in our events. Watch the bulletin board for future parent night out events in 

the coming year.  
 

At our last Parent Night Out we had a small group of children, but still a fun group. The children 

were busy making placemats for Thanksgiving, played pin the feathers on the turkey, and watched a 

movie with a snack. 

 

 
 

 
Camp Graceland News: 

 
Camp Graceland is open 

 
December 21st through January 2nd.  

(With the exception of Monday December 25th) 
 

Please call Rachel at (414)762-8755 to register! 
 

Camp Graceland will be held at the ECC during 
 Christmas break.  



Angels (6 weeks to 1 year)      

 

 Staff:  Christie Perez, Samantha Otzelberger, Rachel Miliacca 
          

The months of November and December will be a very busy time for our Angel’s. In November we be-

gan our month preparing for our Thanksgiving Feast. Our theme for the month, was Harvest Bless-

ings. In our Jesus time we learned of Moses’ birth, crossing of the Red Sea, the New Land, and the 

battle of Jericho.  
 

We were able to continue our daily outside walks with the Tiggers, Pooh, and Busy Bee classrooms. 

We will continue to do this as long as the weather cooperates. If it becomes too cold for our little 

ones we will continue to get out of the classroom by visiting another classroom such as Pooh. The 

children really enjoy interacting with the older children in the center and it is good for their social 
development. 

 

In November the babies had many opportunities to use their sensory skills. They have become pros 

at footprint art. The handprint art is a little more challenging for some, but we have many more 

handprint art projects coming up in December. Be sure to check out our art work both in the class-

room and on the bulletin board in the entrance way.  At our Thanksgiving feast some of the babies 
were able to try new foods such as sweet potatoes, regular potatoes and stuffing. Some of the babies 

had a great time playing with the whipping cream, and some babies were a little hesitant in touching 

and tasting it. Look for many pictures at the end of this newsletter.  

 

Our Physical Development in November for most of our babies was centered around standing and 
starting the process of walking. As the infants become more confident on their feet, we will start to 

walk the hallways with the push toys. The joy on their faces when they make it from the baby room 

to the office door is priceless. As part of our language development and communications we will re-

view the signs we have learned so far this year during the month of December. They will include 

“more”, “all done,” “thank you,” “eat,” and “please.”  

 
The month of November was a time for us to be thankful. We have a lot to be thankful for in the An-

gel room. Miss Christie, Miss Samantha, and Miss Rachel would like to thank all the parents for 

sharing their children with us. Have a Blessed Christmas! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

The babies and Pooh children getting ready for the 

Thanksgiving Feast.  Not an easy picture to take. 

They were not found of the pilgrim hats! 



 

Pooh  

Staff:  Kim Haake 

  

Welcome back to another fabulous month in Pooh!  We have been moving along getting to 

know each other and having a lot of fun.  The Toddlers in Pooh have been working on color-

ing, shape sorters, and learning to share with friends, they are doing a great job at this.  The 

younger ones coming in from the Angel room have been learning to adjust to the Pooh sched-

ule.   

Last month was full of fun activities such as our Thanksgiving festival and learning about 

sharing with others.  We also talked about being thankful for families and our homes that 

God has given us.  In the month of November we also talked about healthy foods such as 

crunchy apples and healthy green vegetables. 

December will be a month of learning more about Jesus birth and where he was born in Je-

rusalem.  The Pooh kids will be making interesting and fun art projects to be hung upstairs in 

the Church for the special Christmas program that the older children are participating in on 

December 21st.   

Don’t forget, if you have any questions to stop by and feel free to ask, I am always willing to 

share what we have been up to in the Pooh room. 

 

 



                 Tiggers (1 – 2 year olds) 

 

Staff:  Jessi 

 

Hello Everyone, my name is Ms. Jessi. I have been an early childhood educator for 11 years, and I 

have two teenage children. I have been having a wonderful time getting to know all the Tigger fami-

lies. Your children are truly special, and tons of fun to play with! If we haven’t met yet, I look forward 

to meeting you soon. 

In November the Tiggers had a fun time talking about all the colors of fall! We enjoyed painting and 

mixing with the fall colors. We have had tons of fun playing with fabric leaves in the sensory table.  

We all had a wonderful time at our Thanksgiving Feast! The children really enjoyed tasting all the 

foods that we are thankful for. Thanks to all the parents who brought in food for our Feast, also a big 

THANK YOU to all the volunteers that joined us, without you the ECC would not run as wonderful as 

is does.  

One of the Tiggers favorite bible stories in November was “The Battle of Jericho”. We painted our 

own walls, using textured paint rollers, stacked, and knocked down blocks to build our own walls. We 

also pretended to be a marching band, which was tons of fun!    

During the Month of December, the Tigger Too Class will work on the colors Red and Green. We 

will work on the signs for “Please” and “Thank You” as we should thank God for everything he has 

given us especially for giving us his son Jesus. We will be making and decorating ice cream cone 

Christmas trees for snack, and we will be making lots of Christmas themed crafts.  We will work on a 

gift for our Mommy’s and Daddy’s as well, but please remember so no peeking!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 

 

Madison creating with daubers 

during art time. 

Tiggers enjoying a song with Miss Jessi 

before the Thanksgiving Feast. 



Busy Bees (2 – 3 year olds) 

 

Staff:  Miss Jane 

Hello, parents of the Busy Bee 

room! This past month of November 

has been very busy. One of our high-

lights was our Thanksgiving feast. We 

all had a chance to fellowship together 

and give thanks. We were able to use 

our special placemats that we made in 

class.  We want to wish Madison and 

Abigail a Happy birthday and welcome 

them into the Busy Bees. 

Our theme for the month of Novem-

ber is “Harvest and Thanksgiving.” We 

saw all the signs of fall on our daily 

walks. The leaves are almost all gone 

now, and all the acorns and chestnuts have been gathered up by our little friend Mr. Pea-

nuts. We did a lot of art activities this month. These included making butter, turkeys out of 

half a paper plate, lego stamping Indian corn with paint, and making our Thanksgiving pray-

er placemats. Thinking of what we are thankful for is important for the children to talk about 

and recognize. We did a “what we are thankful for” coloring sheet and asked the children 

what they were thankful for. Most of the responses were family and toys.  We had a fun 

pumpkin snack made out of an orange and celery for the stem along with making our own 

pumpkin pies out of pudding, graham crackers and marshmallows. We continue to trace our 

names on our snack mats and identify numbers one through four daily. The children have 

been identifying some of the letters in their name and were able to trace them without the as-

sistance of a teacher. 

Our theme for December is “Jesus’ Birth.” We will continue to do our various crafts and 

activities that will center around baby Jesus, wisemen, angels, stars, gifts and Christmas 

decorations.  Don’t forget to help out with our special donation Christmas tree in the hallway. 

Teachers have put requests of items needed in their classrooms on ornaments hanging on 

this tree.‘ Tis the season of giving! 

“She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save 

his people from their sins.”  Matthew 1:21 

 

God’s Richest Blessing, 

Jane 

 

 

 



Little Lambs I and II (3-4 year olds) 
 

Staff: Judi Behlke, Danyale Boone, Katie Nowack, Miranda Brannon 
 
A warm welcome to Miss Miranda, our new three year old teacher. Miss Miranda comes to 
Grace Early Childhood with a great deal of experience in the three and four year old class-
rooms She has an Associate Degree in Early Childhood Education and is currently attending 
University of Wisconsin in pursuit of her degree in special education in Early Childhood Edu-
cation. What a blessing to the children as well as our center! If you have not yet meet Miss 
Miranda, please stop in the Little Lamb I classroom and introduce yourself.  
 
We have now moved some of the four year old children to their new classroom in the fellow-
ship hall. If your child is a Little Lamb II child and you arrive after 8am, please check them 
into the new classroom in the fellowship hall.  Miss Judi will lead the four year old children 
as they begin the preparation for either 4K or 5K. Miss Judie has developed a schedule for 

the children and will emphasize both letter recognition and letter sounds, and numbers.  
 

 

 

 

Another month has past, but not without a lot of learning and fun.  

 

We made the long trip with the Israelites from Egypt to the Promised Land. We saw 
God’s power by separating the Red Sea, raining manna down and bringing down 

quail. He always was taking care of His people and forgiving them when they were 

sorry for their doubting and complaining. God is the same with His people today. 

 

We also added coconut letters to our Chick-a-Chick-a Boom Boom tree, and learned 

about opposites. 

 

Our unit on bears had us reading fun stories like: A Pocket for Corduroy, We’re Going 
On a Bear Hunt, The Bear Sleeps, and several Winnie The Pooh books. We painted a 

Corduroy with overalls and buttons and used forks to paint a brown bear or white 

polar bear. 

 

We concluded our month learning about the Pilgrims and Indians. Focusing on their 
friendship and the first Thanksgiving. We made some turkey handprints, Indian 

headbands and Thanksgiving collages. 

 

I pray you all had a blessed Thanksgiving and remember to live a life of thanksliving. 

 

 

 
 

 

  


