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Confirmation Sunday 

 

Confession and Absolution 

 

861 Christ Be My Leader  LSB 861 

1 Christ be my Leader by night as by day; 
Safe through the darkness, for He is the way. 
Gladly I follow, my future His care, 
Darkness is daylight when Jesus is there. 

 
2 Christ be my Teacher in age as in youth, 

Drifting or doubting, for He is the truth. 
Grant me to trust Him; though shifting as sand, 
Doubt cannot daunt me; in Jesus I stand. 

 
3 Christ be my Savior in calm as in strife; 

Death cannot hold me, for He is the life. 
Nor darkness nor doubting nor sin and its stain 
Can touch my salvation: with Jesus I reign. 

 
 

Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Kneel/Stand 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 



present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight 
in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Introit Antiphon: Psalm 56:11–12; Psalm 46:2–3, 5–6) 

 P. In God I trust; I shall not be afraid. What can man do to me? 

C. I must perform my vows to you, O God; 

I will render thank offerings to you. 

P. Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way, though the mountains 

be moved into the heart of the sea, 

C. though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble at its 

swelling.  

P. God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved; God will help her when 

morning dawns. 

C. The nations rage, the kingdoms totter he utters his voice, the earth melts.  

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 



P. In God I trust; I shall not be afraid. What can man do to me? 

C. I must perform my vows to you, O God 

Kyrie  LSB 152 

A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 

for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us 

pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 
 

This Is the Feast  LSB 155 

C This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be 
people of God. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are His. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

  
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 

  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

  
For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia. 



  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day  

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

  
P Lord God, heavenly Father, You preserved the teaching of the apostolic Church 

through the confession of the true faith at Augsburg. Continue to cast the bright 
beams of Your light upon Your Church that we, being instructed by the doctrine 
of  the blessed apostles, may walk in the light of everlasting life; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading  Nehemiah 8:1–2, 5–6, 9–12 

All the people gathered as one man into the square before the Water Gate. And they 

told Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the Law of Moses that the LORD had 

commanded Israel. So Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly, both men 

and women and all who could understand what they heard, on the first day of the 

seventh month.  

And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was above all the 

people, and as he opened it all the people stood. And Ezra blessed the LORD, the 

great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. And 

they bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground.  

And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites 

who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the LORD your God; 

do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept as they heard the words of the Law. 

Then he said to them, “Go your way. Eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send 

portions to anyone who has nothing ready, for this day is holy to our Lord. And do not 

be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.” So the Levites calmed all the 

people, saying, “Be quiet, for this day is holy; do not be grieved.” And all the people 

went their way to eat and drink and to send portions and to make great rejoicing, 

because they had understood the words that were declared to them. 

 



Epistle  1 Timothy 6:11–16 

But as for you, O man of God, flee these things. Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, 

love, steadfastness, gentleness. Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the 

eternal life to which you were called and about which you made the good confession 

in the presence of many witnesses. I charge you in the presence of God, who gives life 

to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the 

good confession, to keep the commandment unstained and free from reproach until 

the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, which he will display at the proper time—he 

who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone 

has immortality, who dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or 

can see. To him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen. 

Alleluia and Verse  LSB 156 

C Alleluia. 
Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Holy Gospel  Matthew 10:26–33 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifteenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

[Jesus said:] “So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered that will not be 

revealed, or hidden that will not be known. What I tell you in the dark, say in the 

light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim on the housetops. And do not fear those 

who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul 

and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall 

to the ground apart from your Father. But even the hairs of your head are all 

numbered. Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows. So 

everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father 

who is in heaven, but whoever denies me before men, I also will deny before my 

Father who is in heaven. 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

 



578 Thy Strong Word  LSB 578 

1 Thy strong word did cleave the darkness; 
    At Thy speaking it was done. 
For created light we thank Thee, 
    While Thine ordered seasons run. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Praise to Thee who light dost send! 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Alleluia without end! 

 
2 Lo, on those who dwelt in darkness, 

    Dark as night and deep as death, 
Broke the light of Thy salvation, 
    Breathed Thine own life-breathing breath. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Praise to Thee who light dost send! 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Alleluia without end! 

 
3 Thy strong Word bespeaks us righteous; 

    Bright with Thine own holiness, 
Glorious now, we press toward glory, 
    And our lives our hopes confess. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Praise to Thee who light dost send! 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Alleluia without end! 

 
4 From the cross Thy wisdom shining 

    Breaketh forth in conqu’ring might; 
From the cross forever beameth 
    All Thy bright redeeming light. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Praise to Thee who light dost send! 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Alleluia without end! 

 
 
 
 
 



5 Give us lips to sing Thy glory, 
    Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim, 
Throats that shout the hope that fills us, 
    Mouths to speak Thy holy name. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
    May the light which Thou dost send 
Fill our songs with alleluias, 
    Alleluias without end! 

 
6 God the Father, light-creator, 

    To Thee laud and honor be. 
To Thee, Light of Light begotten, 
    Praise be sung eternally. 
Holy Spirit, light-revealer, 
    Glory, glory be to Thee. 
Mortals, angels, now and ever 
    Praise the holy Trinity! 

 

 

Sermon 

 

Apostles’ Creed  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 



Prayer of the Church 

 

The Rite of Confirmation 

P Beloved in the Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ said to His apostles: “All authority has 

been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Therefore go and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I 

am with you always, even to the end of the age.” You have been baptized and 

catechized in the Christian faith according to our Lord’s bidding. Jesus said, 

“Whoever confesses Me before men, I will also confess before My Father who is in 

heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, I will also deny before My Father who 

is in heaven.” Lift up your hearts, therefore, to the God of all grace and joyfully 

give answer to what I now ask you in the name of the Lord. 

P Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congregation acknowledge the 

gifts that God gave you in your Baptism? 

R Yes, I do. 

P Do you renounce the devil? 

R Yes, I renounce him. 

P Do you renounce all his works? 

R Yes, I renounce them. 

P Do you renounce all his ways? 

R Yes, I renounce them. 

P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty? 

R Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord? 

R Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the 

dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 



P Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

R Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. 

P Do you hold all the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures to be the inspired Word of 

God? 

R I do. 

P Do you confess the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, drawn from the 

Scriptures, as you have learned to know it from the Small Catechism, to be faithful 

and true? 

R I do. 

P Do you intend to hear the Word of God and receive the Lord’s Supper faithfully? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 

P Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in faith, word, and deed 

to remain true to God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, even to death? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 

P Do you intend to continue steadfast in this confession and Church and to suffer all, 

even death, rather than fall away from it? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 

P We rejoice with thankful hearts that you have been baptized and have received 

the teaching of the Lord. You have confessed the faith and been absolved of your 

sins. As you continue to hear the Lord’s Word and receive His blessed Sacrament, 

He who has begun a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of 

Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 

The catechumens kneel to receive the confirmation blessing. The pastor places his 

hands on the head of each catechumen and makes the sign of the cross on the 

forehead while saying: 

 



P [Name], the almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you 

the new birth of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, 

strengthen you with His grace to life T everlasting. 

Nolan Christian Bahr-- John 15:5 I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in 

me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 

Sydney Unique Campbell—Ephesians 8:8-9 8 For it is by grace you have been 

saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by 

works, so that no one can boast. 

Jesse Lee Dotson—Romans 8:28 28 And we know that in all things God works for the 

good of those who love him, who[a] have been called according to his purpose. 

Kayla Marie Flower—John 10:27-28 27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and 

they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will 

snatch them out of my hand. 

Alyson Elisabeth Hengst—John 20:31 31 But these are written that you may 

believe[a] that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may 

have life in his name. 

Ashlee Nicole Koehn—I Thessalonians 5:16-18  16 Rejoice always, 17 pray 

continually, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ 

Jesus. 

Reagan Caroline Svicek—I Peter 2:9 9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a 

holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who 

called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 

Henry Mueller Tindall—Romans 1:16  6 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it 

is the power of God that brings salvation to everyone who believes: first to the 

Jew, then to the Gentile. 

R Amen. 

The pastor may read a text of Holy Scripture as a remembrance of confirmation. 

After all the catechumens have received the blessing, one or both of the following 

collects are prayed. 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+8%3A28&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28145a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+20%3A31&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26899a


Stand 

P Let us pray. 

Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise You for Your great goodness in 

bringing these Your sons and daughters to the knowledge of Your Son, our Savior, 

Jesus Christ, and enabling them both with the heart to believe and with the mouth 

to confess His saving name. Grant that, bringing forth the fruits of faith, they may 

continue steadfast and victorious to the day when all who have fought the good 

fight of faith shall receive the crown of righteousness; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 

P Almighty and most merciful Father, in the waters of Holy Baptism You have united 

Your children in the suffering and death of Your Son Jesus Christ, cleansing them 

by His blood. Renew in them the gift of Your Holy Spirit, that they may live in daily 

contrition and repentance with a faith that ever clings to their Savior. Deliver 

them from the power of Satan and preserve them from false and dangerous 

doctrines, that they may remain faithful in hearing Christ's Word and receiving His 

body and blood. By the Lord's Supper strengthen them to believe that no one can 

make satisfaction for sin but Christ alone. Enable them to find joy and comfort 

only in Him, learning from this Sacrament to love You and their neighbor and to 

bear the cross with patience and joy until the day of the resurrection of their 

bodies to life immortal; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

P Peace T be with you. 

C Amen. 

Confirmands may go back to their seats. 

 

Offertory   

  

 

 



686 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing  LSB 686 

1 Come, Thou Fount of ev’ry blessing, 
    Tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
    Call for songs of loudest praise. 
While the hope of endless glory 
    Fills my heart with joy and love, 
Teach me ever to adore Thee; 
    May I still Thy goodness prove. 

 
4 Oh, that day when freed from sinning, 

    I shall see Thy lovely face; 
Clothed then in the blood-washed linen, 
    How I’ll sing Thy wondrous grace! 
Come, my Lord, no longer tarry; 
    Take my ransom’d soul away; 
Send Thine angels soon to carry 
    Me to realms of endless day. 

 
 

Service of the Sacrament 

 
 

Preface  LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God; for You have 
mightily governed and protected Your holy Church, in which the blessed 
apostles and evangelists proclaimed Your divine and saving Gospel.  Therefore 
with patriarchs and prophets, apostles and evangelists, with Your servants Peter 
and Paul, and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

 



Sanctus  LSB 161 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna.  Hosanna. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those 
whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our 
sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished 
for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.   
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully 
to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  
Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all 
the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.  
Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, 
be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 
“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 
Me.” 
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 

until He comes. 
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

 



P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to 
eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and 
passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the 
dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So 
remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

Lord’s Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Pax Domini  LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei  LSB 163 

C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 
 

Distribution 

 

 

 

 

 



Thank the Lord  LSB 164 

C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done. 
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. 
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy 
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Post-Communion Collect  

A Let us pray. 
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to 
come in the Holy Supper of Your Son's body and blood. Keep us firm in the true 
faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, 
together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His 
kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction  LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

922 Go, My Children, with My Blessing  LSB 922 

1 Go, My children, with My blessing, 
        Never alone. 
Waking, sleeping, I am with you; 
        You are My own. 
    In My love’s baptismal river 
    I have made you Mine forever. 
Go, My children, with My blessing— 
        You are My own. 

 
2 Go, My children, sins forgiven, 

        At peace and pure. 
Here you learned how much I love you, 
        What I can cure. 
    Here you heard My dear Son’s story; 
    Here you touched Him, saw His glory. 
Go, My children, sins forgiven, 
        At peace and pure. 



3 Go, My children, fed and nourished, 
        Closer to Me; 
Grow in love and love by serving, 
        Joyful and free. 
    Here My Spirit’s power filled you; 
    Here His tender comfort stilled you. 
Go, My children, fed and nourished, 
        Joyful and free. 

 
4 I the Lord will bless and keep you 

        And give you peace; 
I the Lord will smile upon you 
        And give you peace: 
    I the Lord will be your Father, 
    Savior, Comforter, and Brother. 
Go, My children; I will keep you 
        And give you peace. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


