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The Visitation of our Lord 

Confession and Absolution 

 

332 Savior of the Nations, Come  LSB 332 

1 Savior of the nations, come, 
Virgin’s Son, make here Your home! 
Marvel now, O heav’n and earth, 
That the Lord chose such a birth. 

 
2 Not by human flesh and blood, 

By the Spirit of our God, 
Was the Word of God made flesh— 
Woman’s offspring, pure and fresh. 

 
3 Here a maid was found with child, 

Yet remained a virgin mild. 
In her womb this truth was shown: 
God was there upon His throne. 

 
4 Then stepped forth the Lord of all 

From His pure and kingly hall; 
God of God, yet fully man, 
His heroic course began. 

 
5 God the Father was His source, 

Back to God He ran His course. 
Into hell His road went down, 
Back then to His throne and crown. 

 
6 For You are the Father’s Son 

Who in flesh the vict’ry won. 
By Your mighty pow’r make whole 
All our ills of flesh and soul. 

 
7 From the manger newborn light 

Shines in glory through the night. 
Darkness there no more resides; 
In this light faith now abides. 
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8 Glory to the Father sing, 

Glory to the Son, our king, 
Glory to the Spirit be 
Now and through eternity. 

 
 

Stand 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 
grant us forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and 
eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 
them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to 
be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
C Amen. 
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Service of the Word 

 

Introit 1 Sam. 2:1–2, 7–8; antiphon: Luke 1:46b–47 

P. My soul magnifies the Lord, 
 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 
C. My heart exults in the LORD; my strength is exalted in the LORD. 
 My mouth derides my enemies, because I rejoice in your salvation. 
P. There is none holy like the LORD; there is none besides you; 
 there is no rock like our God. 

C. The LORD makes poor and makes rich; 
 he brings low and he exalts. 

P. He raises up the poor from the dust; he lifts the needy from the ash heap 
 to make them sit with princes and inherit a seat of honor. 

C. For the pillars of the earth are the LORD’s, 
 and on them he has set the world. 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 

 as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P. My soul magnifies the Lord, 
 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 

 

Kyrie  LSB 186 

C Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

Gloria in Excelsis  LSB 187 

P Glory be to God on high: 
C and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. 

We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, 
we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory. 
O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty. 
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
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Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. 
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. 
For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. 
Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 
art most high in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day  

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
  

P Let us pray. 
Almighty God, You chose the virgin Mary to be the mother of Your Son and made 
known through her Your gracious regard for the poor and lowly and despised. 
Grant that we may receive Your Word in humility and faith, and so be made one 
with Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 11:1–5 

The Righteous Reign of the Branch 

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 
and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, 
the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the Spirit of counsel and might, 
the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, 
and faithfulness the belt of his loins.  
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A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Epistle  Romans 12:9–16 

Marks of the True Christian 

Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. Love one another 
with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. Do not be slothful in 
zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be 
constant in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality. 

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who 
rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another. Do not be 
haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be conceited.  

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Alleluia  LSB 190 

C Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 
 

 

Holy Gospel  Luke 1:39–45 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter. 
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

  

Mary Visits Elizabeth 

In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah, 
and she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. And when Elizabeth 
heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled 
with the Holy Spirit, and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among 
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! And why is this granted to me that the 
mother of my Lord should come to me? For behold, when the sound of your greeting 
came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who 
believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.” 
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P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

 
 

Nicene Creed  

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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384 Of the Father's Love Begotten  LSB 384 

1 Of the Father’s love begotten 
Ere the worlds began to be, 
He is Alpha and Omega, 
He the source, the ending He, 
Of the things that are, that have been, 
And that future years shall see 
Evermore and evermore. 
 

2 Oh, that birth forever blessèd, 
When the virgin, full of grace, 
By the Holy Ghost conceiving, 
Bore the Savior of our race, 
And the babe, the world’s Redeemer, 
First revealed His sacred face 

 Evermore and evermore. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 This is He whom seers in old time 
Chanted of with one accord, 
Whom the voices of the prophets 
Promised in their faithful word. 
Now He shines, the long-expected; 
Let creation praise its Lord 
Evermore and evermore. 
 

4 O ye heights of heav’n, adore Him; 
Angel hosts, His praises sing. 
Pow’rs, dominions, bow before Him 
And extol our God and King. 
Let no tongue on earth be silent, 
Ev’ry voice in concert ring 
Evermore and evermore. 
 

5 Christ, to Thee, with God the Father, 
And, O Holy Ghost, to Thee 
Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving 
And unending praises be, 
Honor, glory, and dominion, 
And eternal victory 
Evermore and evermore. Amen. 

 

 
 

Sermon 

 

Offertory           357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  LSB 357 

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. Refrain 

 
ref Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
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2 O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, 
Who ord’rest all things mightily; 
To us the path of knowledge show, 
And teach us in her ways to go. Refrain 

 
5 O come, Thou Key of David, come, 

And open wide our heav’nly home; 
Make safe the way that leads on high, 
And close the path to misery. Refrain 

 
 

 
Prayer of the Church 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

 

Preface  LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 
C It is meet and right so to do. 
 

Sanctus  LSB 195 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 
heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the 
Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 

 

 

 



10 
 

Lord’s Prayer  LSB 196 

 Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 

The Words of Our Lord  LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My 
T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

 

Pax Domini  LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

 

Agnus Dei  LSB 198 

C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have 
mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have 
mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us 
Thy peace.  Amen. 
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Distribution 

 
Stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis  LSB 199 

C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, 

for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the 
face of all people, 
a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  
Amen. 

 

 

Thanksgiving  LSB 200 

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
C and His mercy endureth forever. 
 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
 

 

Benedicamus  LSB 202 

A Bless we the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Benediction  LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 
 

 

359 Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming  LSB 359 

1 Lo, how a rose e’er blooming 
    From tender stem hath sprung! 
Of Jesse’s lineage coming 
    As prophets long have sung, 
It came, a flow’ret bright, 
    Amid the cold of winter, 
When half-spent was the night. 

 
2 Isaiah ’twas foretold it, 

    The rose I have in mind; 
With Mary we behold it, 
    The virgin mother kind. 
To show God’s love aright, 
    She bore to us a Savior, 
When half-spent was the night. 

 
3 This flow’r, whose fragrance tender 

    With sweetness fills the air, 
Dispels with glorious splendor 
    The darkness ev’rywhere. 
True man, yet very God, 
    From sin and death He saves us 
And lightens ev’ry load. 

 
4 O Savior, child of Mary, 

    Who felt our human woe; 
O Savior, King of glory, 
    Who dost our weakness know: 
Bring us at length we pray 
    To the bright courts of heaven, 
And to the endless day. 


