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As We Gather. . . 
WORSHIP NOTES FOR OUR GUESTS 

 
 

Worship bulletins (age 3-6) are available for your children to use during the service. Please see 

an usher if you need assistance finding them. 

 

Children are always welcome – we don’t want anything to keep families from attending! From 
time to time a child will naturally have a difficult moment in worship. If that happens and you 
feel a need to step out, please make use of our Church Narthex and Entrance, so you may still 
be able to follow along in worship until your child is ready to return again! 
 

If you would like to include a prayer for someone in our worship today, please add it to the 
Prayer Request Sheet found on the podium in the narthex. 
 
A few minutes prior to the start of worship, our organist will begin playing the “Prelude”. At 
this time we set aside our personal conversations and use this as a time to prepare for worship. 
Consider offering a silent prayer (sample prayers are offered on the opening page of our hymnal), 
reading through the Scripture lessons for the day, or listening to the music as we prepare 
ourselves to enter God’s presence through Word and Sacrament. 
 
We’re glad you’re with us. Please introduce yourself to Pastor Taggatz. If you are in search of 
a new church home, or are interested in learning more about Grace, we would be happy to visit 
with you. We hope you’ll be back and give us an opportunity to know you!  

 
AS WE GATHER— “O Come, Dayspring” 

For years we have sung "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel" as part of our Advent journey toward 
Christmas. Most of us sang this traditional Advent carol without realizing the context and meaning 
of the references in the hymn. In the mid-19th century, John Mason Neale and Henry Sloan Coffin 
translated the ancient "O Antiphons" and placed them in a metrical setting with a 15th-century 
French chant tune. The "O Antiphons" were sung before the canticle of Vespers (the Magnificat) 
and each stanza built upon a biblical name prophesied for Christ. We continue our Advent series 
into our celebration of Christmas and the birth of our dear Savior Jesus singing and reflecting 
upon the sixth of these antiphons (“O Come, Dayspring”). 

 
† ERO CRAS † 
(“Tomorrow I come.” This secret message is spelled out from the first letter of each name of 
Christ in the Latin original of “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” when read backwards. These names 
are Emmanuel, Rex, Oriens, Clavis, Radix, Adonai, and Sapientia. Translated these mean God 
with Us, King, Dayspring, Key of David, Root of Jesse, Lord of Might, and Wisdom. This is the 
One whose birth and second coming we pray for and celebrate.) 
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+ PREPARATION + 
 

Opening Hymn—367 Angels from the Realms of Glory (vs. 1-4) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Invocation & Opening Sentences— 
Pastor: God is the mighty Father, 
People: He’s God the Son as well. 
Pastor: God is the Holy Spirit, 
People: To all the nations tell! 
Pastor:  The Trinity’s our creed, 
People: One God forever, only, His presence all we need. 
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Hymn—“O Come, O Come Emmanuel” (LSB 357:1) 
 
1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. Refrain 

 
Refrain Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 
Lighting of the Christ Candle (From Genesis 1:3–4; Isaiah 9:1a, 2; John 8:12) 
Pastor:  And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 
People: And God saw that the light was good. And God separated the light from the 

darkness. 
 
Pastor:  There will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. The people who walked in darkness 

have seen a great light; 
People: those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone. 
 
Pastor: Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows Me will not 

walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 
 
Opening Gospel (Luke 2:1–14 KJV) 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 
 

1And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus that all 
the world should be taxed. 2(And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) 
3And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. 4And Joseph also went up from Galilee, 
out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; 
(because he was of the house and lineage of David:) 5To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, 
being great with child. 6And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished 
that she should be delivered. 7And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped Him in 
swaddling clothes, and laid Him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. 
8And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. 9And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
round about them: and they were sore afraid. 10And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, 
behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 11For unto you is born 
this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 12And this shall be a sign unto 
you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. 13And suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, 
 
People: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 
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Confession & Absolution—(Psalm 103:8–12) 
Pastor:  The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
People: He will not always chide, nor will He keep His anger forever. 
 
Pastor:  He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
People: For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is His steadfast love toward 

those who fear Him; 
 
Pastor:  as far as the east is from the west, so far does He remove our transgressions from us. 
 
(Silence for prayer and reflection) 
 
Confident that our God is gracious and forgiving, let us confess our sin to Him as children speaking 
to their loving Father. 
 
People: Holy and loving God, You have only blessed us with good, and we have responded 

by trusting our ways rather than Yours and sinning against You and our neighbor. 
We confess that we have sinned in what we have thought, spoken, and done, as 
well as in those things we should have done but didn’t. Though we deserve nothing 
but judgment and death (Romans 6:23), for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, who 
died for our sins, forgive us, renew our hearts, fill us with love toward You and our 
neighbor that overflows with acts of kindness and service. 

 
Pastor:  The Word of our Lord says (1 John 1:9; John 20:23a), “If we confess our sins, He is 

faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness;” and 
“If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven.” Assured and commanded by God’s 
Word, I, a called pastor of His Church, forgive you all your sins, in the name of the 
Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

+ WORD + 
 

Introit—Psalm 98:1-4; antiphon: Isaiah 9:6 
Pastor: For to us a child is born,  
People: to us a Son is given; 
 
Pastor: and the government shall be upon His shoulder, and His name shall be called  
 
Lectern side: Wonderful Counselor, 
Pulpit side: Mighty God,  
 
Lectern side: Everlasting Father,  
Pulpit side: Prince of Peace. 
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Pastor: Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for He has done marvelous things! 
People: His right hand and His holy arm have worked salvation for Him. 
 
Pastor: The LORD has made known His salvation; He has revealed His righteousness in the sight 

of the nations. 
 
Lectern side: He has remembered His steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. 
Pulpit side: All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 
 
Pastor: Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 
People: break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 

 
Hymn of Praise—364 Away in a Manger (vs. 1-3) 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Prayer of the Day—(Adapted from LSB 357, the Great O Antiphons) 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
Pastor:  O Dayspring, splendor of light everlasting: You have come to enlighten those who sit 

in darkness and in the shadow of death. 



20 
 

People: Through Your humble birth, holy life, innocent suffering, and glorious resurrection, 
You have delivered us from the grave and brought us into the glorious light of Your 
kingdom. 

 
Pastor:  Enable us therefore to live with boldness as Your freed lambs, safe in Your green 

pastures. This we pray in the name of Jesus Christ, our Shepherd, one God with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit. 

All:  Amen. 
 
Old Testament Lesson—Isaiah 9:1–2, 6–7; 60:1–3 (The people who walked in darkness have seen 
a great light). 
 
Pastor: The Word of the Lord, according to Isaiah, selected verses. 
1 But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he brought into 
contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has made 
glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.  2 The people 
who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on 
them has light shined… 6For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall 
be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. 7Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, 
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and 
with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do 
this…  
 
1Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 2For behold, 
darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon you, 
and his glory will be seen upon you. 3And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the 
brightness of your rising. 
 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Hymn—“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (LSB 357:6) 
 
6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 

 
Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
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Epistle Lesson—1 John 1:1–7 (God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all). 
Pastor:  The Epistle Lesson is from 1 John 1:1–7. 
 
1That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, 
which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— 2the life 
was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, 
which was with the Father and was made manifest to us— 3that which we have seen and heard 
we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship 
is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4And we are writing these things so that our joy 
may be complete. 
 
5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him 
is no darkness at all. 6If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie 
and do not practice the truth. 7But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship 
with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.  
 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
(Stand) 
 
Alleluia Verse—“Alleluia. The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen His 
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. Alleluia.” 
 
The Holy Gospel—John 1:1–14 (The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into 
the world). 
 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, chapter 1, verses 1–14. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in 
the beginning with God. 3All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing 
made that was made. 4In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness, to bear witness 
about the light, that all might believe through him. 8He was not the light, but came to bear 
witness about the light. 
 
9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10He was in the world, 
and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11He came to his own, 
and his own people did not receive him. 12But to all who did receive him, who believed in his 
name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood nor of the 
will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 
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14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the 
only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.  
 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
The Nicene Creed 
 
Pastor: With Christians around the world we confess our faith: 
People: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible. 
 
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 

before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 
Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again 
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 
the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
whose kingdom will have no end. 

 
 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look 
for the resurrection of the dead + and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sermon Hymn—366 It Came upon the Midnight Clear (vs. 1-4) 
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Sermon—“O Come, Dayspring” (Isaiah 9:2) 
 
The Offering 
During this Covid-19 Pandemic, we will not be passing the offering plates during worship, but 
will have them at the entrance of the church for people to drop their offerings off before or after 
the worship service. Thank you for your generosity and support of Jesus Christ our Lord’s Kingdom 
work!!! God bless you!!!   

You can now give online. It’s easy, fast, and secure. If you’re able, we 
also encourage you to set up recurring giving. Thank you for supporting 
our mission. Text the word: graceoc to 206-859-9405, use this QR Code 
or head to our web-site: graceoakcreek.org. You may give a on etime gift 
or set up your regular weekly/ monthly offering. Those using this method 
of giving may still bring their envelope if they wish and simply write 
‘online giving’ on the outside and place it in the offering plate.) 

 
Offering Prayer 
Pastor:  O Come, Dayspring, Jesus Christ, whose birth scatters the darkness, and graciously 

accept these offerings we bring in Your holy name, 
People: Amen. 
 
Prayers of the Church 
Pastor:  Let us pray to our God, whose Son, Jesus Christ, comes in grace and mercy to meet the 

needs of His people. 
 
(Silence for meditation and prayer.) 

 
O Lord, be with us on this holy night working peace in our hearts through Your Son that 
we might be at peace with You and one another. 
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People: Jesus, Dayspring from on high, shine with Your love and hear us. 
 
Pastor:  Be with all of us who are gathered here and in Your Church around the world to 

worship, serve, and bless You. By Your Spirit working through Word and Sacrament, 
empower us to do what is right and pleasing in Your sight. 

People: Jesus, Dayspring from on high, shine with Your love and hear us. 
 
Pastor:  Be with Your Church everywhere, that through us You would send Your Gospel to those 

who have not yet heard. Reignite the fire of faith in those who once believed but whose 
hearts have grown cold. Awaken, restore, and return to You and Your Church those 
who have fallen away. 

People: Jesus, Dayspring from on high, shine with Your love and hear us. 
 
Pastor:  Be with all who govern us, our President Donald Trump, our Governor Tony Evers, our 

local officials, all judges and law enforcement officers. Grant them wisdom as they 
serve us that we might live in freedom and peace. 

People: Jesus, Dayspring from on high, shine with Your love and hear us. 
 
Pastor:  Be with all who work in every vocation. May they know that all labor honors You and 

is made holy by Your Son’s life and blessing. Help all do their work, not just for money, 
but as a high calling and way of serving You. 

People: Jesus, Dayspring from on high, shine with Your love and hear us. 
 
Pastor:  Be with all in the armed forces of our country whether serving at home or abroad. 

Grant that they do their work honorably, and help them protect the innocent. Speed 
their mission, and return them safely to their families. Give us thankful hearts for the 
dangers they face on our behalf. 

People: Jesus, Dayspring from on high, shine with Your love and hear us. 
 
Pastor:  Be with the sick, the dying, the grieving, the unemployed and  underemployed, and 

all in any duress, fear, or danger whom we now name in our hearts. . . . Assure them 
of Your care and that in all things You work for the good of those who love You. 

People: Jesus, Dayspring from on high, shine with Your love and hear us. 
 
Pastor:  In addition, we ask You to be with . . . (Special prayer requests) 
People: Jesus, Dayspring from on high, shine with Your love and hear us. 
 
Pastor:  Hear our prayers, gracious Father, for we ask them in the name of Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, the Key of David, ever one God with You and the Holy Spirit, 
People: Amen. 
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Hymn—384 Of the Father's Love Begotten (vs. 1-5) 
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+ SACRAMENT + 
 

Preface 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. (2 Timothy 4:22) 
People: And also with you. 
 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. (Colossians 3:1) 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. (Psalm 136) 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
Proper Preface—(for Christmas) 
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of 
Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those 
things which are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 
and saying: 

 
Sanctus—(from LSB Divine Service Setting 3) 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 
heav'n and earth are full of Thy glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving—  
Pastor:  Praise and thanksgiving be to You, God, Creator of the universe, for in Your mercy You 

have sent Your only Son, Jesus, the Dayspring from on high, to be our Light and Savior, 
for through His suffering and death He has gained the forgiveness of sins and eternal 
life for all who believe in Him. Grant us, therefore, penitent hearts as we receive His 
body and blood, broken and shed for us on the cross, that we might experience His 
blessings of salvation, which He has obtained for us. 

People: Amen.  
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Pastor: As we prepare to receive Christ today in the Lord’s Supper we join as one in praying 

our family prayer. 
People: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will 

be done, On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive 
us our trespasses, As we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
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temptation, But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Institution—(Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 
11:23-25) 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 
My + body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My + 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Proclamation of Christ 
Pastor:  As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He 

comes. (1 Corinthians 11:26) 
People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. (Revelation 22:20) 
 
The Peace of the Lord 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei—(from LSB Divine Service Setting 3) 

C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon 
us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon 
us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. 
Amen. 

 
Distribution 
 
We celebrate the Lord’s Supper 
Members of our sister LC-MS congregations are invited to join us for communion. Guests to our 
Lutheran Church are invited to first speak with Pastor before joining at our Lord’s Table. We 
hope you will learn more about us as we gather to “Celebrate, Teach, and Confess” the Good 
News of God’s Grace!   
 
Grace Continuous Line Communion—During this Covid-19 Pandemic we are doing continuous 
line communion here at Grace, we will do the Pulpit side first and then the lectern side, Pastor 
Taggatz and the Elder on duty will be using a mask and hand sanitizer before and after 
communion, and if you would like the Elder and Pastor to commune you in the pew, please be 
sure to let an Elder or an Usher know. 
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Distribution Hymn—(Please be seated) 
 

358 From Heaven Above to Earth I Come 

 

 

 
 
6 How glad we’ll be to find it so! 

Then with the shepherds let us go 
To see what God for us has done 
In sending us His own dear Son. 

 
7 Come here, my friends, lift up your eyes, 

And see what in the manger lies. 
Who is this child, so young and fair? 
It is the Christ Child lying there. 

 
8 Welcome to earth, O noble Guest, 

Through whom the sinful world is blest! 
You came to share my misery 
That You might share Your joy with me. 
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9 Ah, Lord, though You created all, 
How weak You are, so poor and small, 
That You should choose to lay Your head 
Where lowly cattle lately fed! 

 
10 Were earth a thousand times as fair 

And set with gold and jewels rare, 
It would be far too poor and small 
A cradle for the Lord of all. 

 
11 Instead of soft and silken stuff 

You have but hay and straw so rough 
On which as King, so rich and great, 
To be enthroned in royal state. 

 
12 And so it pleases You to see 

This simple truth revealed to me: 
That worldly honor, wealth, and might 
Are weak and worthless in Your sight. 

 
13 Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, 

Prepare a bed, soft, undefiled, 
A quiet chamber set apart 
For You to dwell within my heart. 

 
14 My heart for very joy must leap; 

My lips no more can silence keep. 
I, too, must sing with joyful tongue 
That sweetest ancient cradlesong: 

 
15 Glory to God in highest heav’n, 

Who unto us His Son has giv’n! 
While angels sing with pious mirth 
A glad new year to all the earth. 

 
Nunc Dimittis—(from LSB Divine Service Setting 3) (Please Stand) 

C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, for 
mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of 
all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost, 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
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Post-Communion Thanksgiving 
Pastor: Let us pray. Gracious God, in this blessed Sacrament You have given us the body and 

blood of Your Son, Jesus Christ, forgiving all our sins and assuring us of eternal life. 
Through this holy meal, increase in us faith toward You and sincere love for one 
another. We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, forever one God with You and 
the Holy Spirit, 

People: Amen. 
 
Benediction 
Pastor: May you be filled with light and joy of the incarnate Christ child. Almighty God, Father, 

+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
People: Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn—383 A Great and Mighty Wonder (vs. 1-5) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

+  +  + 
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Our Celebration Continues! 
 

 

1st Sunday After Christmas 

Sunday, December 27th 

8:00 am & 10:30 am 

 

 

New Year’s Eve Service (with Communion) 

Thursday, December 31st 

4:00 pm 

“O King of the Nations, You Have Come” 

(Matthew 2:2) 
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"UNTO YOU IS BORN A SAVIOR . . .CHRIST THE LORD"    
Luke 2:11 

 

OH COME, LET US WORSHIP HIM! 

 

The First Christmas Present 
 

The custom of gift giving at Christmas is rather an old one, dating back many hundreds of 

years. This tradition of gift giving is indeed a good one, for it reflects the very nature of 

Christmas and the very nature of the first Christmas gift. I’m afraid that perhaps we become so 

entangled in the hustle and bustle of the season that we don’t really remember – or we don’t take 

the time to reflect upon it and appreciate it. 

The first Christmas present was the most expensive gift one could ever give, yet it was not 

wrapped at all very pretty. It was wrapped in swaddling clothes. It was not placed under an 

exquisite Christmas tree with beautiful lights, tinsel and ornaments. It was placed in a manger.  

This gift had no great monetary value; it was not gold or precious stones. In fact, it was 

eventually sold for a mere thirty pieces of silver.   

Yet it was this gift, that purchased for mankind what we could not afford - - eternal life. It 

was the gift of God’s own Son, Jesus Christ, whose sole purpose in coming was to be nailed to 

the cross for our sins so that you and I might have life forever. (John 3:126) 

This Christmas, dear friends, keep Christ as the Heart of Christmas, and give Him the most 

precious gift that you can – your hearts in thanksgiving and joy! 
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 SPECIAL WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS 
 

 

 

We have gathered today to celebrate the most precious gifts and treasures our Lord gives us: His 
forgiveness, life and salvation. It would be our honor to have you join us again next week as we 
“Celebrate, Teach, and Share” the Good News of God’s Grace among all people. 
 

Grace is committed to supporting families through our  
Early Childhood Center, Day School, and High School. We are blessed to be a  

member of the Lutheran High School Association of Milwaukee. 
 

Pastor Rev. John M. Taggatz 414-762-8990(O) 
  715-467-1231 (Cell) 
  262-664-4365 (Home) 
  thewordendures.blogspot.com 

 
Principal   Mr. Steve Gettelman     414-762-3655 
ECC Director  Rachel Miliacca      414-762-8755 
Director of Music   Mrs. Lisa Hengst       
Choir Director     Mrs. Kathy Kolb       
Congregation President Mr. Tony Mirenda 414-807-7445 
 
Fax:   Church/School 414-762-8869 
 ECC 414-856-9262 

 
  Pastor  pastor@graceoakcreek.org 

   Church Office Sarah Anderson, Secretary  church@graceoakcreek.org 

  Principal   principal@graceoakcreek.org 

   School Office Dena Guziewicz, Admin. Asst. school@graceoakcreek.org 

 

  ECC Director  eccdirector@graceoakcreek.org  

  

  ECC Office  ecc@graceoakcreek.org 

 
 

Church & ECC    
  3381 E. Puetz Rd. 

     Oak Creek, Wisconsin  53154  
 

 

School & Church Office 
Mailing Address 

8537 S. Pennsylvania Ave. 
Oak Creek, Wisconsin  53154 
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