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AS WE GATHER— “O Come, Key of David" 
"Come, Lord Jesus" we pray at the dinner table. What we often forget is that all creation 
has been groaning in expectation and sinners have cried out from Eden the same prayer.  
"Come, Lord Jesus." Tonight, we rejoice that God has heard our cries and delivered to 
us His own Son. Jesus has come to unlock the chains, to fling open wide the door, and 
lead us home on high. He is the author and pioneer who has charted the course for us 
to follow in faith. This is the night in which we rejoice in the realization of the ancient 
maranatha: "Come, Lord Jesus." 
 

 
WORSHIP NOTES FOR OUR GUESTS 

 
 

Worship bulletins (age 3-6) are available for your children to use during the service. Please see 

an usher if you need assistance finding them. 

 

Children are always welcome – we don’t want anything to keep families from attending! From 
time to time a child will naturally have a difficult moment in worship. If that happens and you 
feel a need to step out, please make use of our Church Narthex and Entrance, so you may still 
be able to follow along in worship until your child is ready to return again! 
 

If you would like to include a prayer for someone in our worship today, please add it to the 
Prayer Request Sheet found on the podium in the narthex. 
 
A few minutes prior to the start of worship, our organist will begin playing the “Prelude”. At 
this time we set aside our personal conversations and use this as a time to prepare for worship. 
Consider offering a silent prayer (sample prayers are offered on the opening page of our hymnal), 
reading through the Scripture lessons for the day, or listening to the music as we prepare 
ourselves to enter God’s presence through Word and Sacrament. 
 
We’re glad you’re with us. Please introduce yourself to Pastor Taggatz. If you are in search of 
a new church home, or are interested in learning more about Grace, we would be happy to visit 
with you. We hope you’ll be back and give us an opportunity to know you!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



16 
 

+ PREPARATION + 
 

Opening Hymn—380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (vs. 1-3) 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Invocation & Confession & Absolution 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
  
Pastor: As we prepare to celebrate our Lord's birth, let us also remember the reason 

this holy Child was born:  "He has appeared once for all at the  end of the 
ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of Himself." Hebrews 9:26 
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People: We confess that we have sinned against God and against one another. We 
are powerless to undo the entangled mess of sin in our lives. We yearn for 
peace with God and reconciliation with one another, yet we cannot 
accomplish it ourselves. Forgive us, Lord, and restore our souls, that our 
lives reflect not our sin, but the joy of the birth of Your only Son into the 
world. 

 
Pastor: Jesus is Immanuel, God-with-us. What we are powerless to do, He has done for 

us. His name is Jesus. He has come to save us from our sins. Therefore, in the 
stead and by the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins 
in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
Responsive Reading & Opening Prayer 
Pastor: Come, Lord Jesus, come and fulfill the longing of Your people. 
People: Open wide the door to our heavenly home. 
 
Pastor: Come, Lord Jesus, come and break down every barrier of sin and death. 
People: Make safe the way that leads us home on high. 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
Pastor: Let us pray. 
 
(Silence for prayer)  
 
Collect of the Day (Adapted from LSB 357, The Great O Antiphons) 
Pastor:  O Key of David and scepter of the house of Israel, You open and no  one can 

close; You close and no one can open: 
People: We praise You that You have come to rescue the prisoners who are in 

darkness and the shadow of death through Your humble birth, holy life, 
innocent suffering, and glorious resurrection. Grant that we joyfully 
welcome You, not only as the baby in Bethlehem but also as our glorious 
risen and returning King. 

 
Pastor:  We ask this in Your precious name, Lord Jesus, forever one God with the Father 

and the Holy Spirit. 
All:  Amen. 
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+ WORD + 

 
Lesson—Isaiah 51:1-3 (The Lord will comfort Zion.) 
1“Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, you who seek the LORD: look to the rock 
from which you were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug. 2Look to 
Abraham your father and to Sarah who bore you; for he was but one when I called him, 
that I might bless him and multiply him. 3For the LORD comforts Zion; he comforts all 
her waste places and makes her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden of the 
LORD; joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song. 
 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Hymn of Response—359 Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming (vs. 1-4) 
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Lesson—Isaiah 9:6–7; 22:22 (“I will place on his shoulder the key of the house of David.”) 
6For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. 7Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be 
no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of 
the LORD of hosts will do this… 22And I will place on his shoulder the key of the house of 
David. He shall open, and none shall shut; and he shall shut, and none shall open.  
 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Hymn of Response— "379 O Come, All Ye Faithful” (vs. 1-4) 
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Lesson—Luke 2:1-7 (And while they were there the time came) 
1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And all 
went to be registered, each to his own town. 4And Joseph also went up from Galilee, 
from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, 
because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5to be registered with Mary, his 
betrothed, who was with child. 6And while they were there, the time came for her to 
give birth. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths 
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Litany 
Pastor: Jesus, Son of the living God, splendor of the Father, Light eternal, King of 

glory, Sun of Justice, Son of Mary: 
People: glory to You, O Lord. 
 
Pastor: Jesus, wonderful, counselor, mighty Lord, everlasting God, the Prince of 

Peace: 
People: glory to You, O Lord. 
 
Pastor: Jesus, most powerful, most gracious, most patient, most gentle, most loving, 

the pure in heart: 
People: glory to You, O Lord. 
 
Pastor: Jesus, the God of peace, the source of all life, the pattern of holiness, friend 

and refuge for all who trust in Him: 
People: glory to You, O Lord. 
 
Pastor: Jesus, lover of the poor, gift of God, Good Shepherd, Light of Light, Wisdom 

from on high, the way, the truth, and the life: 
People: glory to You, O Lord. 
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Pastor: Jesus, joy of the angels, King of the patriarchs, leader of the apostles, teacher 
of the disciples, strength of the martyrs, Light eternal shining in testimony to 
the truth, the crowning glory of the saints, and our blessed Redeemer: 

People: glory to You, O Lord. 
 
Hymn of Response—"Angels We Have Heard on High" (Sts. 1 & 3: LSB 368)  
1 Angels we have heard on high, 

Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
And the mountains in reply, 
Echoing their joyous strains. (Refrain) 

 
Refrain Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 
3 Come to Bethlehem and see 

Him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee 
Christ the Lord, the newborn King. (Refrain) 

 
Lesson—Luke 2:15-20 (Fear not I bring you good news.) 
15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
“Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has 
made known to us.” 16And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the 
baby lying in a manger. 17And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had 
been told them concerning this child. 18And all who heard it wondered at what the 
shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her 
heart. 20And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard 
and seen, as it had been told them. 
 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Hymn of Response 361 O Little Town of Bethlehem (vs. 1-4) 
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Lesson—Revelation 3:7b, 10–13 (The words of the true one, who has the key of David.) 
7“And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: ‘The words of the holy one, the 
true one, who has the key of David, who opens and no one will shut, who shuts and no 
one opens. 
10Because you have kept my word about patient endurance, I will keep you from the 
hour of trial that is coming on the whole world, to try those who dwell on the earth. 11I 
am coming soon. Hold fast what you have, so that no one may seize your crown. 12The 
one who conquers, I will make him a pillar in the temple of my God. Never shall he go 
out of it, and I will write on him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my 
God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down from my God out of heaven, and my own 
new name. 13He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’ 
 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Creed—Apostles’ Creed 
Pastor: Let us confess our Christian faith in our Triune God together: 
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People: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
     the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life + everlasting. Amen. 

  
Hymn of Response—387 Joy to the World 
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Sermon—“O Come, Key of David” (Isaiah 22:22) 
Sermon Text—Isaiah 22:22, “22And I will place on his shoulder the key of the house of 
David. He shall open, and none shall shut; and he shall shut, and none shall open.” 
 

OFFERINGS 

During this Covid-19 Pandemic, we will not be passing the offering plates during worship, but 
will have them at the entrance of the church for people to drop their offerings off before or after 
the worship service. Thank you for your generosity and support of Jesus Christ our Lord’s Kingdom 
work!!! God bless you!!!   

You can now give online. It’s easy, fast, and secure. If you’re able, we 
also encourage you to set up recurring giving. Thank you for supporting 
our mission. Text the word: graceoc to 206-859-9405, use this QR Code 
or head to our web-site: graceoakcreek.org. You may give a on etime gift 
or set up your regular weekly/ monthly offering. Those using this method 
of giving may still bring their envelope if they wish and simply write 
‘online giving’ on the outside and place it in the offering plate.) 

 
Prayers of the Church 
Pastor:  Let us pray to our God, whose Son, Jesus Christ, comes in grace and mercy to 

meet the needs of His people. 
 
(Silence for meditation and prayer.) 
 

O Lord, be with us on this holy night, working peace in our hearts through Your 
Son that we might be at peace with You and one another. 

People: Jesus, Key of David, open the door to heaven and hear us. 
 
Pastor:  Be with all of us who are gathered here and in Your Church around the world 

to worship, serve, and bless You. By Your Spirit working through Word and 
Sacrament empower us to do what is right and pleasing in Your sight. 

People: Jesus, Key of David, open the door to heaven and hear us. 
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Pastor:  Be with Your Church everywhere that through us You would send Your Gospel 
to those who have not yet heard. Reignite the fire of faith in those who once 
believed but whose hearts have grown cold. Awaken, restore, and return to 
You and Your Church those who have fallen away. 

People: Jesus, Key of David, open the door to heaven and hear us. 
 
Pastor:  Be with all who govern us, President Donald Trump, Governor Tony Evers, our 

local officials, and all judges and law enforcement officers. Grant them wisdom 
as they serve us that we might live in freedom and peace. 

People: Jesus, Key of David, open the door to heaven and hear us. 
 
Pastor: Be with all who work in every vocation. May they know that all labor honors 

You and is made holy by Your Son’s life and blessing. Help all do their work, 
not just for money, but as a high calling and way of serving You. 

People: Jesus, Key of David, open the door to heaven and hear us. 
 
Pastor:  Be with all in the armed forces of our country, whether serving at home or 

abroad. Grant that they do their work honorably, and help them protect the 
innocent. Speed their mission, and return them safely to their families. Give 
us thankful hearts for the dangers they face on our behalf. 

People: Jesus, Key of David, open the door to heaven and hear us. 
 
Pastor:  Be with the sick, the dying, the grieving, the unemployed and underemployed, 

and all in any duress, fear, or danger, whom we now name in our hearts. . . . 
Assure them of Your care and that in all things You work for the good of those 
who love You. 

People: Jesus, Key of David, open the door to heaven and hear us. 
 
Pastor:  Hear our prayers, gracious Father, for we ask them in the name of Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, the Key of David, ever one God with You and the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
Pastor: Bidden by our Lord, let us pray as He has taught us: 
 
Lord’s Prayer—(Matthew 6:9-13) 
ALL: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.  
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Lighting of the Candles 
(The light is passed from pastor to the acolyte and the elder who then pass it to the 
congregation. Do NOT let small children hold candles unattended. For your safety and 
to prevent wax from dripping, please do NOT tip the lit candle. Tip only the unlighted 
candle. Hold the candles straight up and they will not drip. Blow them out gently.) 
 
Pastor: As the light of these candles illumines our faces, it symbolizes the light of 

Christ, a child in the manger at Bethlehem, a Savior suffering our death on the 
cross, and soon to come from His throne on high as Judge of all. He is our Light 
here on earth and the eternal Light who enlightens heaven, where there is no 
need of candle or sun. Rejoice, for the Light of the world has come, who 
transforms us with the brightness of His glory. This is the message we have 
heard from Him and proclaimed to you: that God is Light and in Him is no 
darkness at all. 

 
(The candlelight begins to be spread throughout the congregation.) 
 
People: If we say we have fellowship with Him but still walk in darkness, we lie, and 

do not live according to the truth. 
  
Pastor: But if we walk in the Light, as He is in the Light, we have fellowship with one 

another  
People: And the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all our sins. 
 
(The candlelight is spread to the rest of the congregation.) 
 
Pastor: You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do 

people light a lamp and then cover its light. Instead they set the lamp on its 
stand, set it up high, and it lights everyone in the house. In the same way, let 
your light shine before all people, that they may see your good works and give 
praise to your Father in heaven.   

 
Benediction 
Pastor: The LORD bless you and keep you.   

The LORD make His face to shine on you and be gracious to you.   
The LORD look upon You with favor + and give you peace. 

People: Amen! Glory to God in the Highest! And peace to His people on earth! 
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Closing Hymn—363 Silent Night, Holy Night (vs. 1-3) 

 

 

 
 
(With the lights turned off and in the last quiet moments of the Christmas Eve service 
while the hand candles are still lit, a single voice reads from the back of the nave:) 
 
Sending 
Pastor: God and Father of our Lord Jesus, 

You have sent Your very Son to be our Savior: 
   Our Light in the midst of darkness, 
   Our Hope in the face of despair, 
    Our Redeemer from sin's prison, 
   Our Peace in turmoil and upset. 
  

We have heard His voice in His Word; 
Calling us to renounce sin and its darkness, 
To believe Your promises are true, 
And to live together in love and peace. 

 
Send us forth from this place with joy; 
That, until we gather here again, 
We may be kept safe from harm, 
And steadfast in hope. 
 
This we ask You in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
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Postlude 

 

+       +              +                     

 

† ERO CRAS † 

(“Tomorrow I come.” This secret message is spelled out from the first letter of each 
name of Christ in the Latin original of “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” when read 
backwards. These names are Emmanuel, Rex, Oriens, Clavis, Radix, Adonai, and 
Sapientia. Translated these mean God with Us, King, Dayspring, Key of David, Root of 
Jesse, Lord of Might, and Wisdom. This is the One whose birth and second coming we 
pray for and celebrate.) 

 
Please join us tomorrow at 9:30 am for our  

Christmas Day Service with Holy Communion. 
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SPECIAL WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS 
 

 

 

We have gathered today to celebrate the most precious gifts and treasures our Lord gives us: His 
forgiveness, life and salvation. It would be our honor to have you join us again next week as we 
“Celebrate, Teach, and Share” the Good News of God’s Grace among all people. 
 

Grace is committed to supporting families through our  
Early Childhood Center, Day School, and High School. We are blessed to be a  

member of the Lutheran High School Association of Milwaukee. 
 

Pastor Rev. John M. Taggatz 414-762-8990(O) 
  715-467-1231 (Cell) 
  262-664-4365 (Home) 
  thewordendures.blogspot.com 

 
Principal   Mr. Steve Gettelman     414-762-3655 
ECC Director  Rachel Miliacca      414-762-8755 
Director of Music   Mrs. Lisa Hengst       
Choir Director     Mrs. Kathy Kolb       
Congregation President Mr. Tony Mirenda 414-807-7445 
 
Fax:   Church/School 414-762-8869 
 ECC 414-856-9262 

 
  Pastor  pastor@graceoakcreek.org 

   Church Office Sarah Anderson, Secretary  church@graceoakcreek.org 

  Principal   principal@graceoakcreek.org 

   School Office Dena Guziewicz, Admin. Asst. school@graceoakcreek.org 

 

  ECC Director  eccdirector@graceoakcreek.org  

  

  ECC Office  ecc@graceoakcreek.org 

 
 

Church & ECC    
  3381 E. Puetz Rd. 

     Oak Creek, Wisconsin  53154  
 

 

School & Church Office 
Mailing Address 

8537 S. Pennsylvania Ave. 
Oak Creek, Wisconsin  53154 
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