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When Peace Like a River

“The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not be in want. He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me
beside quiet waters, he restores my soul. Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I
will fear no evil, for you are with me, your rod and your staff they comfort me.” (Psalm 23: 1-4)

Back in the 1800’s a man named Horatio Spafford wrote a hymn. This hymn is familiar with many
Christians, especially the words, “It is well, it is well with my soul.” Maybe you’re familiar with Mr.
Spafford’s hymn, but you may not always identify with the refrain, “It is well, it is well with my soul.” Is
it really? It’s not always well with my soul and I’m sure it’s not always with your soul. We often think to
ourselves, “Oh, that my soul felt well, rather than the anguish I’m feeling now!” In our private times of
prayer and when we come here for public worship, there may be times when we feel that it isn’t well
with our souls.

Horatio Spafford was a successful Chicago lawyer and a very rich man. Wealth is a very fleeting thing
and in the great Chicago fire of 1871 much of Spafford’s wealth was wiped out. This wasn’t a good time
for the Spafford family. Because of this, Spafford and his wife needed to get away and still had sufficient
resources for a vacation. So, they planned a trip to Europe. When the time came to set out on their
vacation, some last minute business kept Mr. Spafford from going. But, he sent his wife and four
daughters ahead of him on the S.S. Ville Du Havre.

On Nov. 22nd disaster struck. Their ship, the Ville Du Havre, was struck by an English ship and sank
almost immediately. Spafford’s 4 daughters were lost, but his wife survived. When Horatio sailed across
the Atlantic to join with his grieving wife, the captain called him to the bridge and reported that they
were at the place where the Ville Du Havre had gone down. Can you imagine his feelings? I can’t, but
the story goes that shortly after this Spafford wrote the famous words of his hymn, “When peace, like a
river, attendeth my way; when sorrows, like sea billows, role; whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to
say, it is well, it is well with my soul.” I hope most of us never experience the grief Spafford did, but each
of us is subject to our own trials and tribulations in this life whether it be a loved one lost too soon, a
financial hardship, a broken relationship, or a mental illness. How can we sing and believe the words “it
is well with my soul” at times when it feels anything but? How can we walk through the “valley of the
shadow” when it feels like another trial or loss might be the one that finally breaks us?



Spafford’s song gives us the answer, he writes, “Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come,
Let this blest assurance control, That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate And hath shed His own
blood for my soul. He lives—oh, the bliss of this glorious thought; My sin, not in part, but the whole, Is
nailed to His cross, and I bear it no more. Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! And, Lord, haste
the day when our faith shall be sight, The clouds be rolled back as a scroll, The trumpet shall sound and
the Lord shall descend; Even so it is well with my soul.”

King David had experienced many trials in his life too, but in Psalm 23 he is able to reflect on God’s
goodness and mercy through all of them. Notice in this Psalm on how King David has a quiet confidence
in the goodness of God as he reflects on his life. As he’s writing this, David is now able to see how even
through the trials of his life, God his Shepherd was with him.

It’s at times such as these that we must trust God as our all-knowing, all-loving Shepherd Jesus Christ.
We may not see where He’s leading us and maybe we can’t possibly understand how we can follow
Him through the fiery trial in front of us, but he promises that He will comfort us, He will guide us, and
He will be with us.

“And the peace of God which surpasses all understanding, shall keep your hearts and your minds
through Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:7)

See you in worship,
Pastor John M. Taggatz

Lenten Midweek Series for Grace Lutheran Church
Ash Wednesday February 17th – Easter Sunday April 4th, 2021

“Coming Home from Exile: The Exoduses of the Scriptures”

Join us for this exciting series as we meditate upon Christ’s passion in dying on the cross to save us from
our sins. Please note: ASH WEDNESDAY will be on February 17th with Holy Communion at 6:30 pm, there
will be no Thursday evening service on that night, the Lenten Services following Ash Wednesday will be
on Thursday nights at 6:30pm without communion. Here is an overview of the series…

Wed. February 17th 6:30pm with Communion --Ash Wednesday: The Ashes of Paradise Lost, Genesis 3
Thursday February 25th 6:30pm— Lent 2: Abram’s Exodus before the Exodus, Genesis 12:10–20
Thursday March 4th 6:30pm — Lent 3: Jacob the Heel Comes Home, Genesis 28:10–17
Thursday March 11th 6:30pm — Lent 4: “Out of Egypt I Have Called My Son,” Exodus 14
Thursday March 18th 6:30pm —Lent 5: Exile and Return from Our Babylons, Ezra 1:1–4
Thursday March 25th 6:30pm —Lent 6: The Promise of a Cosmopolitan Exodus, Isaiah 11:11–16
Thursday April 1st 6:30pm with Communion— Maundy Thursday: The New and Better Passover Meal of 
Meals, Exodus 12:1–14
Friday April 2nd 12:00pm Good Friday Worship no communion
Friday April 2nd 6:30pm Tenebrae Service—Good Friday: Christ, the Firstborn, Is Sacrificed, Exodus 12:21–
32
Sunday April 4th 6:00am Easter Sunrise Service, No Communion
Sunday April 4th 8:30am & 10:00am Easter Sunday Festival Service with communion



Lenten Devotions from Lutheran Hour Ministries

No story in human history is like the narrative of Jesus’ Passion. In it we see God in the flesh, coming
to seek and to save the lost. In The Marks of Love, we meet a Savior who endured life’s hardships,
suffered our pain, and bore the weight of our sins. Each left its mark on Him as He pressed on to the
cross, giving His life for ours, appeasing God’s wrath against sin, and rising victorious over sin, death,
and the devil. We are offering these devotions at our Church in both a physical booklet form and we
will be emailing them out to our members. This devotional will include our Lenten Worship Schedule
for Grace with contact information for our Church. To view the devotions online go to:
https://www.lhm.org/lent/

Consider using this devotion not only for your own personal and family devotions during the Lenten
season, but also to share with your neighbor, family member, friend, or co worker so that they too
can share in the comforting Gospel of our Lord’s passion and death for the forgiveness of our sins.

What is Lent? The season of Lent begins in February or March. The word lent has its origin in the
same root as one of the German words for “spring,” Lenz. As nature awakens from the death of
winter, so the Christian finds newness of life in Christ, rising from sin’s death. During the 40 days of
Lent, God’s baptized people cleanse their hearts through the discipline of Lent: repentance, prayer,
fasting, and almsgiving.

Lent is a time in which God’s people prepare with joy for the paschal feast (Easter). It is a time in
which God renews His people’s zeal in faith and life. It is a time in which we pray that we may be
given the fullness of grace that belongs to the children of God.

Customs: Lent begins with Ash Wednesday, when ashes are placed on the forehead to symbolize
repentance. The color for this service is black or purple. The color for the rest of Lent is purple. The
hymns and services of Lent do not include the joyful word, “Alelluia.” Consider fasting during daylight
hours. Spend your regular mealtime in prayer and devotional reading. If you cannot abstain from
food for health reasons, abstain from something else (e.g., television or another leisure activity). Do
not fast on Sundays, which are not part of the 40 days of Lent. Read Bible stories with children each
day.

Following the narrative of Mark’s Gospel, The Marks of Love
explores the life and ministry of Jesus. The tragedy of Golgotha is
met with the triumph of the resurrection on Easter morning. Along
the way, we learn of Jesus’ deep compassion for those He loved
and served, including those who put Him to death.

https://www.lhm.org/lent/


Help Fight the Pandemic Fatigue!

As the Covid-19 pandemic continues, many people are experiencing an unexpected effect of the crisis;
pandemic fatigue. Pandemic fatigue is the mental and emotional exhaustion stemming from the stress
and challenges of Covid. As time goes on more and more people are feeling worn down by the crisis and
need care.

Stephen Ministry, is a ministry providing care, compassion, community and a listening ear. The care they
provide is highly confidential, and the lay member serve as caregivers, called Stephen Ministers, are very
well equipped to provide that care.

Stephen Ministries is a not-for-profit, organization founded in 1975 and based in St Louis. Congregations
and other organizations use resources from Stephen Ministries to strengthen and expand their caring
ministry. Individuals use them to improve their ability to relate to and care for others, grow in faith, and
journey through life crisis.

Grace started its Stephen Ministry in 2004 and has a vibrant ministry ready to serve members and
community. This year, it trained and commissioned several additional Stephen Ministers, who are now
ready to care for hurting people. Job loss, divorce and chronic or life-threatening illness are common
reasons to receive care from a Stephen Minister. and so much more Sometimes, having a safe person who
isn't a friend or spouse to talk with offers a place for individuals to share the pain they’re caring.

The reasons individuals need care from a Stephen Minister really haven't changed. However, the
pandemic has brought with it a whole new layer of emotional stress---working from home, balancing work
life with children at home learning virtually, balancing work life with children at home learning virtually,
worrying about aging parents, especially those in nursing homes and long-term facilities. The list goes on
and on, As human beings, we are meant to live in a community, but Covid has driven a wedge between
many families and friends. Pandemic fatigue is real, and many don't recognize it until it sneaks up on us,
affecting how we relate to others.

Individuals can meet with Stephen Ministers in person when it is safe to do so. They can also connect by
Face Time, Zoom or simply a phone call.

Trauma can be acute, but in this instance, this is broad in scale and lasting. We are seeing the numbness
of isolation causing deep anger and pain. Beyond the suffering of the virus, lives are being torn apart by
job loss, and people may think they aren't suffering as much as others, but their pain is real. When we
don't ask for help, we are withdrawing ourselves from experiencing a blessing. Stephen Ministers have a
true gift for listening and praying, and they ask for nothing in return. Our Stephen Ministers are ready to
serve you. It is a free gift. There is no expectation on you to give back in any way. Being a Stephen
Minister gives us such joy.

How can you get a Stephen Minister at Grace?
If you or someone you know could benefit from the care of a Stephen Minister, you can talk to Pastor
Taggatz 715-467-1231 or to one of the Stephen Leaders: Jeanne Meyer 423-0010, Chris Cotter 324-9768,
Lori Kachelmeier or one of our Stephen Ministers: Bob Morgan, Jan Barrett, Pat Lemmer, Donna Wenzel,
Beth or Richard Jackson, Adam Voss, Gail Olen, or Pauline Parker. Our Stephen Leaders are also Stephen
Ministers.



SUNDAY SCHOOL & BIBLE CLASS—Adult Bible Study is held in the narthex of
our Church building from 9:15-10:15am on Sunday mornings. In the Adult Bible
Study, we are studying the Sunday morning Bible Readings for worship.

Our Sunday School Students are meeting in our Church Sanctuary from 9:15-10:15
am on Sunday mornings. Please join us as we study God’s Word together!!!

Call the church office at 414.762.8990…
 When a member of your family is admitted to the hospital, so a visit can be 

made by Pastor Taggatz.
 When your group plans to hold a meeting, so it can be cleared and placed 

on the church calendar.
 When your address, email, or your home or business phone number have

changed, so church records can be corrected.
 When you are planning to move either out of town or locally.
 When you know you are pregnant so that we will be able to assist you in any 

way we can with prayers, encouragement and support.
 When a new baby arrives in your family and/or in the family of another 

church member.
 When you are planning a wedding or baptism.

REMINDER: If you have any announcements and/or additions for the Equipper

please forward to Sarah Anderson at church@graceoakcreek.org by the 17th of 

each month.

Pastor Taggatz Office Hours
Monday 8:30 am-1:00 pm 
Tuesday 8:30 am-1:00 pm
Wednesday 8:30 am-1:00 pm 
Thursday 8:30 am-1:00 pm
Friday (Pastor’s Day Off)
Visitations: Monday-Thursday afternoons

For appointments or emergencies, call church office or Pastor’s cell phone.
Church Office:    414-762-8990
Pastor Taggatz: 715-467-1231

mailto:church@graceoakcreek.org


Rachel Miliacca is the Early Childhood Director at Grace Lutheran Early Childhood

Center in Oak Creek. She has served in a variety of positions in the center since 2011.

Prior to her employment in the center, she served as a Teacher Aide in the day school

in both paid and volunteer roles. Prior to her arrival, the center was a 2-star school

and on the verge of closing. Her congregation president writes that Rachel led the

center to a 5-star rating with the National Accreditation Commission and YoungStar

Wisconsin through “her deep faith, total dedication, expertise and caring for our

children and parents alike.” Pastor Taggatz, Grace Lutheran’s Minister says, "Rachel

is a wonderful role model and Christian Educator. Her devotion to the parents, the

students, and staff at Grace Early Childhood Center is wonderful. She truly cares for

her staff and the families that she works with. During this Covid-19 Pandemic, Rachel

has shown great leadership and patience as she daily works with the challenges that

this state of emergency has brought to our Early Childhood Center. She is a wonderful

blessing to our ministry here at Grace!"

The South Wisconsin District (SWD) of The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod is

proud to announce that the following educator has been selected as recipient of the:

2021 South Wisconsin District 

Early Childhood Director of the Year

Rachel Miliacca
Grace Lutheran Early Childhood Center, Oak Creek



2021 Altar Flowers
• The sign-up sheet for 2021 Altar Flowers is posted on the white board in the narthex.

• Place your flower order directly with Parkway Floral: 414.762.0246

• Flowers should be brought or delivered to church before the Thursday service

• You can also supply your own arrangement. Rachel Miliacca will provide you with a vase liner.

• Your flowers will be refrigerated after the Thursday service so they will stay fresh for Sunday’s services.

Your 2021 Grace Lutheran Offering Envelopes are available in the narthex
of the Church. Please feel free to pick your envelopes up and we thank you for your
continued support of our Church, School, and Early Childcare Center through the
stewardship of your time, talents, and treasures! God bless you! If you have health
concerns due to COVID-19, please call our church office and we will arrange a way for
you to receive your envelopes.

Greeting Card Ministry
There are cards, stamps, names of shut-ins, prayer lists for anyone to take
and send cards to shut ins and those on the prayer line, especially those on
the long term prayer list, on the table in the narthex. Pauline Parker has
applied to Thrivent Action Team and they will give us $250 for stamps and
cards. Thrivent has approved this project. In a couple of weeks, there will
be t-shirts and note pads as well, to keep tract of those who you send cards
to.

Please feel free to take the cards, stamps and list of names and a copy of
the prayer list, send out the cards even if you don't know the people just to
let them know they are being prayed for and that we at Grace care.

Grace Lutheran Youth Group News-We will be meeting at Jennifer & Derek Poellet’s house on 
February 26th from 4:30-7:30pm to have a devotion, have some special activities, and continue 
planning for the 2022 LCMS National Youth Gathering. We invite the youth of our congregation 
from 5th Grade through High School to attend our next Grace Lutheran Youth Group Meeting. 
Derek & Jennifer Poellet’s home is located at: 8040 S. Grewen Drive, Oak Creek.

Power Point Team
Pastor Taggatz is looking for a few people who
are willing to run Power Point during our
worship services. If interested, please contact
him directly.



Private Communion Service
We would like to encourage those that have not been attending worship services due to COVID-
19 to come and partake in private communion. We will provide this service once per month
starting on Monday, February 1 from 10:00am-12:00 noon. We have eight 15-minute time slots
available so that you and/or your family can come and take communion. Social distancing and
thorough cleaning will occur between each visit. Please contact Sarah Anderson Tuesday-
Thursday between 8:15am-1:15pm to reserve your slot. If this date does not work for you
please contact Pastor Taggatz directly at 715.467.1231.

When you're ready to make an impact on the causes and
nonprofits you care most about, we're here to help. Through
our Thrivent Choice® program, you can make a personal
donation or direct Thrivent Choice Dollars® to more than
40,000 churches and nonprofits. Eligible members can
recommend where Thrivent distributes a portion of its
charitable funding by directing Choice Dollars®. Members
become eligible for Thrivent Choice based on insurance
premiums, contract values and Thrivent volunteer leadership

.***Special notice regarding the Thrivent Choice Program: Thrivent members wishing to
continue their automatic withdrawal to the charity of their choice will have to let Thrivent know
either by e-mail or phone. All you have to do is call this 1-800 number in order to see if you
have Thrivent Choice dollars to give. To continue to direct your Choice Dollars to the charity of
your choice call: 800-THRIVENT (800-847-4836) and state "Thrivent Choice."

For More information on the Thrivent Choice Program please go to: 
https://www.thrivent.com/what-we-offer/generosity/thrivent-choice.html

GIVING TO GRACE THROUGH THE 
THRIVENT CHOICE PROGRAM



Stewardship Journey
In our stewardship journey, we are transformed into new people who are
changed by the Holy Spirit from self-centered to Christ-centered people. In
Christ, we are new creations (2 Corinthians 5:17). We have been changed from
selfish to generous people. We move forward in our generosity, learning to give
more and more. Our journey will be marked by ups and downs, but with the
guidance of the Holy Spirit, we continue moving forward by God’s grace. Our
journey and transformation are only complete in our eternal home with Jesus.

Stewardship 

Corner

Going Above and Beyond
We know of or have heard about people who were able to accomplish remarkable goals and

accomplishments through sheer determination and effort. They were driven through hardships, sacrifice, and

exhaustion toward the end they were striving to achieve. Some people are blessed with a never-quit attitude.

This attitude was captured in a movie titled Rudy that was made back in 1993. This movie is based on a true

story of a young man who loved Notre Dame football and wanted nothing more than to play for the team. He

was a walk-on, undersized, too slow and too small. He was so determined to make the team and play in a

game that he practiced harder and worked harder than anyone else on the team. At one point in the film, the

coach said, “I wish God would put your heart in some of my players’ bodies.” To play for the Notre Dame

Fighting Irish, Rudy went above and beyond.

Most of us are not going to excel on the football field, but, as God’s people, we are called to work diligently in

our service to others and to extend God’s kingdom. The Apostle Paul wrote, “Be steadfast…always abounding

in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain” (1 Corinthians 15:58b). God wants

us to “walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to Him: bearing fruit in every good work and

increasing in the knowledge of God” (Colossians 1:10). God wants us to be productive people in His

kingdom.

As Christians, we are called into ministry. Through faith we become more than just spectators. Just as Jesus

ministered to the people of His time, we are to do the same today. “For I have given you an example, that you

also should do just as I have done to you” (John 13:15). Our ministries take place in our homes, in our

neighborhoods, in our churches, and in our places of work. Jesus said, “Go therefore and make disciples of

all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to

observe all that I have commanded you” (Matthew 28:19-20). Reaching out to the lost is at the very heart of

our ministry. We have in Christ the saving truth of the Gospel that all people need to hear.

With God’s help, we can go above and beyond in our efforts to please God and give Him the glory He

deserves. When we commit our lives and resources to His service, we will hear Him say, “Well done, good

and faithful servant!” (Matthew 25:23).



Grace Ladies Guild Meeting

Saturday, February 13

10:00am at church

ALL LADIES ARE 

INVITED TO JOIN US!

Rise & Sonshine Bible Study
Continuing our awesome study in the 
Lord’s Prayer. 8-9:30am at church.

Saturday, February 13
Saturday, February 27

Any questions, please contact:
Jennifer Olen 414.305.3740

LADIES

GUILD



Annual Fund Drive for Hunger Task Force

We are blessed to be a blessing. 

Hunger Task Force has remained open during the pandemic in order to provide services for 

children, families, and seniors in Milwaukee, while ensuring their operations keep everyone 

safe and healthy. 

This season local need is as great as it has been. Pantry traffic is up, and the lingering

challenges of the pandemic and unemployment are making it harder for parents and seniors to

put food on the table.

The best way to support the Hunger Task Force during the pandemic is to make a cash

donation, and they will purchase the food to be distributed to those in need.

You will have an opportunity to contribute to The Hunger Task Force Fund Drive from Feb. 7

through March 7. There will be envelopes on the table in the back of church in which to put

your donation. The envelopes can then be placed in the offering plate. Checks should be made

out to Grace Lutheran Church. Please write Hunger Task Force in the memo section of your

check.

Thank you in advance for your generosity.

The Evangelism Board
(Jeanne Meyer, Richard Jackson, Suzie Mirenda,
Barb Huber, and Diane Pielsnik)





Why is Grace Lutheran on Facebook and Instagram? 

Aren’t those just for funny cat videos and

political rants?

We use these social media platforms to share the special things going on at

church, school and the Early Childhood Center.

However, most importantly, we share on social media the Gospel of God’s

redeeming love!

We enjoy using this technology to continue the work of spreading the…

…Good News of God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense!

Join us in this work!

LIKE our page, and make sure you SHARE these messages with others too!

Facebook:

Grace Lutheran Church School & Early 

Childhood Center, Oak Creek, WI

Instagram:

gracelutheran_oakcreek

You can now give online. It’s easy, fast, and secure. If
you’re able, we also encourage you to set up recurring
giving. Thank you for supporting our ministries here at
Grace!!! Text the word: graceoc to 206-859-9405, use this
QR Code or head to our web-site: graceoakcreek.org. You
may give a one time gift or set up your regular
weekly/monthly offering. Thank you for your generosity
and support of the ministries at Grace!!!



2    Brianna Mallon

4    Dale Bukovcan

4    Stephanie Pulkownik

6    Heidi Gottwald

6    Joshua Stresing

7    Peter Eggert

10   Alina Pieper

11    Kelly Laabs

11    Tony Mirenda

11    Cindy Riemer

12   Kaden Kelley

12   Amy Pankow

13   Bev Buretta

13   Henry Tindall

15   Terri Meyer

15   Anna Poellet

15   Emma Urbaniak

16   Evan Kopperud

18   Elizabeth Kamprath

18   Rebecca Kamprath

18   Robert Olen

18   Emilee Zunker

19   Scott Willms

20   Abby Norton

20   Jim Sauer
21    Leah Abelt
21 John Gottwald
22 Graciana Lutzke
23 Joshua Eggert
23   Sarah Hobart
25 Joel Banach
25  Samara Svicek
26 Melissa Peppler
27 Steve Gettelman2
27  Christ Wenzel
28  Matthew Campbell
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Anniversaries
2/3  Justin & Jennifer Mendez
2/14 Duane & Chris Meyer
2/16 Derek & Jennifer Poellet
2/28 Don & Jan Warmkessel





Radio Worship Service
"The Lutheran Hour" can be heard every Sunday Morning

at 6:00 AM on WGN 720 AM, Chicago or at 6:30 AM on

WTMJ 620 AM or at 11:00 am WRRD 540 AM, Milwaukee.

“The Lutheran Hour,” which began in 1930, is the world’s

oldest continually broadcast Gospel radio program. This

weekly half-hour program, now heard on more than 1,200

radio stations, pro-claims the message of Jesus Christ to a

world-wide audience.

Grace Lutheran Church, School, ECC
8537 S. Pennsylvania Avenue • Oak Creek, WI 53154

Prayer Hot Line
In order to request
prayers by members of Grace,
please contact one of the
following people. Your request
will be made known to all
members if our Prayer Line.
Prayer requests for worship
service should be directed to
the church office or Pastor
Taggatz.

10AM – 3PM
Carol Thurber, 762-9615

3PM – 9PM
Pauline Parker, 764-5574

Internet Prayerline
Pauline Parker

paulinemom@aol.com


