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Parents of  Grace,

We have completed twelve weeks of  in-person school! During a normal 

year, that would seem insignificant but in the midst of  a pandemic, it is 

truly a blessing! As we head into the week of  Thanksgiving, this is 

certainly something for which we should give thanks. Many schools have 

not been this fortunate. On behalf  of  the staff, I would like to thank our 

families for being vigilant and taking precautions when a student is ill. 

Without a doubt, it is a joint effort on many fronts to keep our doors open 

with students at school. The next six to eight weeks will be a critical time 

for continued vigilance as we enter and go through the holiday season. For 

many of  us, things will be drastically different this year. We may not be 

having the large gatherings we have had in the past or we may not travel 

like we are used to or perhaps we will visit with family and friends on a 

virtual platform. Whatever your situation holds, our prayer is for health 

and safety for all of  our families at Grace. It will be especially important as 

we return to school after our Thanksgiving and Christmas breaks to watch 

for any signs of  illness. If  anything starts to present as an illness in your 

child, please keep them home from school to make sure that it is nothing 

major. As you have heard me say before, I would much rather see you 

error on the side of  caution rather than have a situation come up where 

we have to close part or all of  the school due to a Covid outbreak. 

Although we have had pleasant weather this Fall, we do live in Wisconsin 

which means it will start to get colder soon. Please make sure that the 

students have the proper attire for the colder temperatures and eventual 

snow. Colder weather also means that those picking up students will be 

bundling up more. Please remember to have your sign with the student’s 

last name to present at dismissal time. With wearing coats, caps and masks 

it can sometimes be difficult to identify who is here. If  you have lost or 

need additional signs, please contact Dena in the school office for them.

Blessings,

Mr. Gettelman

Grace Lutheran School

Oak Creek, WI

www.graceoakcreek.org
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LET US PRAY

Each week our teachers lift 

up two or three of our 

students in their personal 

prayers and staff devotions. 

We will announce the names 

of these students during our 

Monday announcements and 

include them in our school 

prayers as well. We also 

invite members of our 

congregation to keep these 

families in their prayers 

throughout the week. 

We invite you to join with us 

as we bring our requests for 

one another before God.

“The Son of Man came 
not to be served but to 
serve, and to give His life 
as ransom for many.” 

Matthew 20:28

Our prayers for this past 

week will were for:

Claire & David

Our prayers for the 

upcoming week are for:

Alex & Hadassah

In this edition of  the Panther 

Newsletter, you will find 

information on the following items:

• Our Weekly Prayer List

• Holiday Worship Schedule

• Baby Mendez has arrived!

• Cold Weather Notice

• Holiday Treasures Virtual Shop

• Muffins with Mom

• ECC Fundraiser – Christmas 

Wreaths

• Chapel Newsletter

• Scrip Information & Order Form

• November Events Calendar

• December Events Calendar

• School Board Meeting Date

• Staff  List

If  you have any questions on 

information found in the Panther 

Newsletter, please contact Mrs. 

Dena in the school office. Her 

office hours are 8:00 am to 2:00 pm 

when school is in session.



Holiday Worship Service Schedule

Thanksgiving Eve Service with Communion
Wednesday, 11/25 at 6:30 pm

Advent Midweek Services
Thursdays 12/3, 12/10, and 12/17 at 6:30 pm

Christmas Eve Service
Thursday, 12/24 at 4:00 pm and 5:30 pm

Christmas Day Service
Friday, 12/25 at 9:30 am

New Year’s Eve Service
Thursday, 12/31 at 4:00 pm

The special theme for Advent Midweek and Christmas services is 
“O Come, O Come Emmanuel.” We hope you will join us in 
worship.



Maximum Mark Mendez
November 2nd 12:58 am

6 lbs. 3 oz. 
19 inches long



COLD WEATHER IS COMING!
Please remember that our students GO OUTSIDE 

for recess year round. 

Per our school handbook coats are required for students unless the 

temperature is 55 degrees or above.

With colder weather approaching, please keep in mind that little fingers and 

ears do get cold. We strongly suggest that gloves or mittens, hats and a warm 

coat is worn. Even on cool fall days this is not a bad idea.

SNOW PANTS AND BOOTS SHOULD BE MARKED 

WITH YOUR STUDENT’S!

When planning for winter days, please remember that 4K – 4th grade 

should have snow pants and winter boots. Even with the smallest amount 

of  snow, we want our kids to be warm and dry. If  a student does not have 

snow pants or boots they will still be required to go outside, however, they 

will not be allowed to play in the snow. 

Grace does have an area dedicated to snow pants and boots if  you would like 

to keep them at the school for the season. 



You and your child are invited to 

participate in our school’s virtual 

holiday gift shop!

Our shop opens 11/23/20 and runs thru 12/4/20.
This exciting program makes it possible for children to 
experience the joy of choosing their own special holiday 
gifts for family and friends while raising money for Grace 
Lutheran PTLS programs. Gifts are moderately priced, 
with most under $5 and a few special items between $5 -
$12. 

Parents can fund a student wallet ahead of time, or enter 
a credit card for secure online payment. All orders will be 
sent directly to your home via UPS. They are guaranteed 
to arrive by Christmas.

Visit our the kid friendly website at 
https://3654550.holidaytreasures.com to start your 
virtual holiday gift shop experience.

Please contact Fun Events Customer Service directly with 
any questions at (800) 242-5655.

https://3654550.holidaytreasures.com/


Mark Your Calendar
Wednesday, December 2nd

Due to a scheduling conflict, Muffins with Mom is now moved to 

December 2nd! Please make sure you mark your calendar! Muffins will 

be sent home on Tuesday, December 1st with your student(s). 

Don’t forget to take a picture of you and your students eating the 

muffins that morning and email them to Mrs. Dena at 

school@graceoakcreek.org!

The link for you to join us for chapel that morning will also be sent 

out prior to the event via Fast Direct.

mailto:school@graceoakcreek.org


Christmas Wreath Order Form
Name:_____________________ Phone:______________

Wreath Color: 
_____All red-$25
_____All gold-$25
_____Mix red and gold-$25
_____Custom colors-$35______________________

Total: _________

Cash or Check 
Please make check payable to Grace ECC. 

Orders can be turned into the school office.





DID YOU KNOW???

Our scrip program here at Grace is an amazing program that 

helps families save time and money with every purchase! 

Here’s how:

• Helps families spend within their budget by purchasing 
cards for items you use every week! If you buy food and gas, 
you can use scrip and hold tight to your spending limit!

• Save time traveling to stores to purchase gift cards for 
friends and family. With scrip, you have a one stop shopping 
experience from the comfort of your home!

• Each purchase earns a percentage back that you can apply 
to several different balances within Grace. You can apply 
this credit toward your ECC bill, Wrap Around Care, tuition 
payments, or choose to donate it to our Sponsor a Student 
program.

With hundreds of retailers you are even able to purchase cards 

if you are planning a vacation! Many hotels, airlines, rental car 

companies, and even Disney participate in the program.

Orders dropped off on Monday morning in the school office 

will be processed and filled by Friday of that same week!

We have order forms available in the office with a complete list 

of retailers. Or visit their website below to see a complete list. 

https://www.shopwithscrip.com/shopwithscrip-retailers

https://www.shopwithscrip.com/shopwithscrip-retailers










The State of Wisconsin 
Department of Public Instruction 
requires Grace Lutheran School 
to have two meetings per school 
year at which members of the 
governing body of the school will 
be present and at which all 
pupils, parents and/or guardians 
of all pupils applying to attend 
the school or attending the 
school may meet and 
communicate with Board 
members. 

This year the dates are the 
following: 

Wednesday, November 4, 2020
Wednesday, May 5, 2021

This will be held from 6:30 – 7:00 
pm at church.

All students and parents or 
guardians are invited to attend.



GRACE  LUTHERAN  SCHOOL

We are a Christ-centered school

preparing children for life

both academically and spiritually.

Pastor Rev. John M. Taggatz

Principal Mr. Steve Gettelman

Admin. Asst. Mrs. Dena Guziewicz

Librarian Mrs. Suzie Mirenda

4K Mrs. Amy Pankow

4K Teacher Aide Mrs. Krystal Halbrooks

5K Mrs. Jennifer Mendez

5K Teacher Aide Mrs. Nicole Tindall

1st & 2nd Grade Mrs. Roxanne Taggatz

1st & 2nd Aide Mrs. Melissa Gamroth

3rd & 4th Grade Mrs. Rita Heinen

5th & 6th Homeroom Mrs. Lisa Hengst

7th & 8th Homeroom Miss Ariel Wald

Computer Ms. Ariel Wald

Band Mr. Ken Wiele

Athletic Director Mrs. Rita Heinen

Music Program Mrs. Lisa Hengst

Phone: 414-762-3655

Fax:    414-762-8869

E-mail: school@graceoakcreek.org

Grace Lutheran School

8537 S. Pennsylvania Ave.

Oak Creek, WI  53154

We’re on the web

www.graceoakcreek.org


