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Greetings from Grace Lutheran School,

We have made it half  way through the school year! Not only have we made 

it half  way through, we have made it half  way through with minimal 

impact from Covid! We need to give thanks to the Lord for blessing 

Grace! I also want to thank all of  you for being vigilant and taking the 

necessary precautions on your end to help provide a safe and healthy 

environment for the students at school. 

As we head through January, there are a few things to note. We will have 

an Open House by Appointment only on January 27 for prospective 

families. Please share this information with anyone who may be looking 

for a Christian education for their child. We will celebrate National 

Lutheran Schools Week during the last week of  January. Although we have 

had to modify some of  our events, there are lots of  exciting things 

planned for the students along with a week full of  casual days. It’s hard to 

believe but registration for next year opens at the beginning of  February! 

More information on all of  this can be found inside this edition of  the 

Panther. 

Serving our Lord,

Mr. Gettelman

Grace Lutheran School

Oak Creek, WI

www.graceoakcreek.org
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LET US PRAY

Each week our teachers lift 

up two or three of our 

students in their personal 

prayers and staff devotions. 

We will announce the names 

of these students during our 

Monday announcements and 

include them in our school 

prayers as well. We also 

invite members of our 

congregation to keep these 

families in their prayers 

throughout the week. 

We invite you to join with us 

as we bring our requests for 

one another before God.

“The Son of Man came 
not to be served but to 
serve, and to give His life 
as ransom for many.” 

Matthew 20:28

Our prayers for this past 

week will were for:

Nate, Jack, & Sebastian

Our prayers for the 

upcoming week are for:

Riley, Carter, & Cameron

In this edition of  the Panther Newsletter, you 

will find information on the following items:

• Our Weekly Prayer List

• Lutheran Schools Week

• Open House

• Through Our Halls

• Christmas Cheer Care Packages

• Enrollment for 2021-22 Notice

• School Choice Voucher Information

• Cold Weather Notice and Casual Day 

Reminder

• January Events Calendar

• Church News

• Lent & Easter Worship Information

• Scrip Information , Order Form, and Help 

Wanted Notice

• Uganda Missionary Update

• Staff  List

If  you have any questions on information 

found in the Panther Newsletter, please 

contact Mrs. Dena in the school office. Her 

office hours are 8:00 am to 2:00 pm when 

school is in session.



January 25th – 29th



Monday is Career Day

Dress in clothing that represents a career that interests you or one which you would like 

to pursue as an adult. The students will also be making bookmarks that will be laminated 

and made available to congregational members at Grace.

Tuesday is Food Shirt Day & Taco Tuesday

Wear a shirt that represents a favorite food. Be creative with this endeavor! Perhaps you 

will want to make a shirt that represents your favorite food. Student Council will sponsor 

Taco Tuesday! Students will have the opportunity to enjoy a special treat from Taco Bell 

along with their normal lunch meal. 

Wednesday is Animal Day.  

Dress up like your favorite animal! 

Thursday is Pajama Day 

Find your most comfy pajamas and wear them to school! Just don’t fall asleep during 

class, we have lots of exciting things to do in the classroom.  

Friday is Panther Spirit Day  

Show your Panther pride by wearing your Panther Spirit Wear. In the afternoon, the 

students will participate in friendly competition at the Fourteenth Annual Grace 

Olympics! Students will compete in various athletic and intellectual events to earn 

points for their team. 

Note: If students choose not to participate in a casual day, they should be in regular 

school attire. Prizes will be given daily for the students showing the most school spirit in 

how they dress for Lutheran Schools Week! 

The Candy Jar Challenge will take place again this year! Students will guess how many 

pieces of candy are in the jar. 

Grace Celebrates

National Lutheran Schools Week
January 25 – 29, 2021



Our first OPEN HOUSE of the school year is coming up! 

If you know of a family looking for a school, invite them to 
tour Grace Lutheran.  We would love to share what Grace 
has to offer with families looking for a school for their child 
or children. We have postcards available upon request for 
you to share!

Wednesday, January 27th
4:00 – 7:00 pm

Due to the current COVID-19 situation, we have decided to 
do our OPEN HOUSE BY APPOINTMENT ONLY.  Families 
interested in a tour can contact the school office at (414) 
762-3655 to schedule their appointment. 

Our teachers and office staff will be onsite to answer any 
questions they may have about Grace Lutheran School and 
the enrollment process.



Throughout Our Halls
One of the drawbacks of not being able to have parents in our

building is you do not get to see all the great work our students 

are doing. We have taken some pictures to share with you.





Christmas Cheer 
Care Packages

We received so many wonderful 
donations for our Christmas 
Cheer Care Packages. With your 
donations and the cards the 
students made, we were able to 
create just over 40 Christmas 
Cheer Care Packages to share 
with others. Thank you so much 
for helping us share the Love of 
Christ during Christmas.



ENROLLMENT OPENS 

ON FEBRUARY 1ST!

Please read the important 

information that will be sent 

home Monday with your oldest 

student and watch for your 

TADS enrollment email that will 

be sent on February 1st. 

NOW SCHEDULING Choice 

voucher appointments! See next 

page for information.



Parental School Choice Program

MPCP and RPCP enrollment for the first session is February 3rd - 20th.

WPCP enrollment is open February 3rd – April 16th.

Please recognize that Grace Lutheran loses any ability to help “secure” your student’s seat for 2021-2022 should you

FAIL to reapply during the 1st open application this coming February for MPCP and RPCP vouchers.

WPCP vouchers enrollment period is different and therefore you can apply at any time during 2/3/21 – 4/16/21 (this

means your documentation has to turned in by 4/16/21).

Grace Lutheran will have appointments available for the following dates and times to assist with your choice applications:

Mondays and Fridays  from 8:30 am to 1:30 pm beginning February 8th. 

Wednesday, February 10th from 3:30 to 6:00 pm. 

These are not drop-in – YOU MUST schedule the appointment in advance.

We will be assisting you with the Online Application Process and collecting all the state required documentation to process 

your school choice voucher.

If your student is a returning voucher student you will also need to supply the school with a current residency document in 

addition to completing the online application with DPI.

RESIDENCY DOCUMENTATION – One of the following items with your CURRENT address:

• Wage statement or W-2 tax form from 2020 wages

• Water, sewer, gas, electric, cable, satellite or landline phone bill dated no later than December 2020.

• Lease agreement with a term that includes the date the parent applies to the school. Expired leases are not accepted. 

• Government correspondence (ie: tax bill, SSI, W2, Food Share, Housing Assistance or a letter from USPS).

If your student(s) are new to the voucher program you will need to supply your residency documentation and also

income verification documentation. You will also need to bring the following documentation with you:

INCOME VERIFICATION DOCUMENTATION– One of the following items:

• Kinship/Foster Care – Documentation showing the student is currently participating in Kinship or Foster Care.

• 2020 signed and dated COMPLETE FEDERAL INCOME TAX RETURN. If you have not processed your 2020 tax return, 

please bring in your COMPLETED FEDERAL INCOME TAX RETURN FROM 2019.

• If there is no household income a letter stating how basic needs have been met. Please include any government 

assistance that you have received.

The parent/guardian name on the residency documentation and income verification documentation must match the name 

exactly that will be entered into the Online Application System.

Please contact the school office to schedule your appointment. 

If you have any questions or concerns about the Parental School Choice Program, please contact the school office at (414) 

762-3655.



COLD WEATHER HAS ARRIVED!
Please remember that our students GO OUTSIDE for recess year 

round. Per our school handbook coats are required for students unless the 

temperature is 55 degrees or above. With colder weather here, please keep in 

mind that little fingers and ears do get cold. We strongly suggest that gloves 

or mittens, hats and a warm coat is worn. 

Grace does have an area dedicated to snow pants and boots if  you would like 

to keep them at the school for the season. 

Please note that when we have a “themed” casual day your student(s) must be in 
that “theme” or school dress code. 

For example – if we have a Panther Spirit Wear themed casual day your student(s) 
should have some type of Grace Lutheran School spirit wear on. This is not the 
same as wearing blue and white day. Please make sure your child is following the 
theme for that day. 

We have a lot of fun days coming up for Lutheran Schools Week! 





Power Point Team
Pastor Taggatz is looking for a few people that would be interested in helping 
create and run the Power Points for worship service. Please contact him directly if 
you are available to help.

Greeting Card Ministry
This ministry consists of volunteers mailing cards and notes of encouragement to 
people in nursing facilities, those who are homebound, or those that cannot 
attend church regularly. It is a kind reminder that they are in our thoughts and 
prayers. If you would like to be a part of this ministry, please take a card that is 
provided from the table in the narthex and personalize with your message. 

Grace Lutheran Youth Group
On Friday, January 15th at 4:30pm we will be having a Youth Group Meeting at 
Grace Lutheran Church to talk about our plans for the year of 2021. Students in 
grades 5th to 12th are eligible to attend these events. We will be discussing when 
our Youth Group will be meeting on a monthly basis here at Grace, about future 
events for our Youth Group, and the possibility of attending the 2022 LCMS 
National Youth Gathering. Only students age 14 or entering 9th grade through 12th

grade are eligible for the National Youth Gathering.

New Member Class Available
It will be on Sundays in January and February 2021 starting on Sunday January 
10th at 1pm and it will go till 3pm each Sunday until February 7th. Whether you 
have questions about Christ or want to deepen your faith in Him, this class will 
explore what the Bible says about our God, and how His love gives direction and 
meaning to your life today and forever.

This class is designed for those who are interested in learning or reviewing the 
foundations of the Christian faith. Attendance at the class may lead to 
membership in our church, but there are no obligations. Please let us know if you 
need child care to attend this new members class. Watch an introductory video at 
www.lhm.org/GodConnects.



Lent Service Schedule

Lent Midweek Services
Ash Wednesday 2/17/21 at 6:30 pm with Communion

Thursdays 2/25, 3/4, 3/11, 3/18, 3/25 at 6:30 pm

Maundy Thursday 4/1/21 at 6:30 pm with Communion

Good Friday 4/2/21 at 12:00 pm (no Communion)
4/2/21 at 6:30 pm Tenebrae Service

Easter Sunday Services 4/4/21

6:00 am Easter Sunrise Service (no Communion)

8:30 & 10:00 am Easter Sunday Festival 
Service with Communion

The special theme for Lent is “Coming Home 
from Exile: The Exoduses of the Scriptures.”



DID YOU KNOW???

Our scrip program here at Grace is an amazing program that helps 

families save time and money with every purchase! 

Here’s how:

• Helps families spend within their budget by purchasing cards for 
items you use every week! If you buy food and gas, you can use 
scrip and hold tight to your spending limit!

• Save time traveling to stores to purchase gift cards for friends and 
family. With scrip, you have a one stop shopping experience from 
the comfort of your home!

• Each purchase earns a percentage back that you can apply to 
several different balances within Grace. You can apply this credit 
toward your ECC bill, Wrap Around Care, tuition payments, or 
choose to donate it to our Sponsor a Student program.

With hundreds of retailers you are even able to purchase cards if you 

are planning a vacation! Many hotels, airlines, rental car companies, and 

even Disney participate in the program.

Orders dropped off on Monday morning in the school office will be 

processed and filled by Friday of that same week!

We have order forms available in the office with a complete list of 

retailers. Or visit their website below to see a complete list. 

https://www.shopwithscrip.com/shopwithscrip-retailers

HELP WANTED! Grace Lutheran Church is looking for a Scrip 
Coordinator to oversee the Scrip program. It will require only 
a minimal amount of work. This volunteer must be a member 
of Grace Lutheran Church.

https://www.shopwithscrip.com/shopwithscrip-retailers










GRACE  LUTHERAN  SCHOOL

We are a Christ-centered school

preparing children for life

both academically and spiritually.

Pastor Rev. John M. Taggatz

Principal Mr. Steve Gettelman

Admin. Asst. Mrs. Dena Guziewicz

Librarian Mrs. Suzie Mirenda

4K Mrs. Amy Pankow

4K Teacher Aide Mrs. Krystal Halbrooks

5K Mrs. Jennifer Mendez

5K Teacher Aide Mrs. Nicole Tindall

1st & 2nd Grade Mrs. Roxanne Taggatz

1st & 2nd Aide Mrs. Melissa Gamroth

3rd & 4th Grade Mrs. Rita Heinen

5th & 6th Homeroom Mrs. Lisa Hengst

7th & 8th Homeroom Miss Ariel Wald

Computer Ms. Ariel Wald

Band Mr. Ken Wiele

Athletic Director Mrs. Rita Heinen

Music Program Mrs. Lisa Hengst

Phone: 414-762-3655

Fax:    414-762-8869

E-mail: school@graceoakcreek.org

Grace Lutheran School

8537 S. Pennsylvania Ave.

Oak Creek, WI  53154

We’re on the web

www.graceoakcreek.org


