Equipper

Equipping God’s people as we celebrate, teach, and share God’s Grace.

i GRACE LUTHERAN

Pastor’s Message

The Festival of Pentecost

“Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord, With all Your graces now outpoured On each believer’s mind and heart; Your fervent love
to them impart. Lord, by the brightness of Your light In holy faith Your Church unite; From ev’ry land and ev ry tongue This to
Your praise, O Lord, our God, be sung: Alleluia, alleluia!” (LSB 497:1)

This month on May 28th the Holy Church celebrates with greatest joy the Feast of Pentecost. Make no mistake about it: it
had all been for this. To pour out the Holy Spirit, Jesus first by that same Spirit had taken flesh from the holy Virgin. To
pour out the Spirit, He had lived that life of love, suffered and died, descended to hell, and rose in victory on the third day.
To pour out the Holy Spirit, Jesus had ascended into heaven and was seated at the right hand of the Father. It was this day,
fifty days after Christ rose from the dead, that He kept His promise. Jesus poured out His Spirit, and the Spirit rushed into
human history like never before. He came with a startling suddenness that was impossible to miss.

He came that morning in wind and flame and the miracle of the apostles proclaiming God’s mighty works in languages
they’d never learned. But as Peter preached, he invited the people not to wait around for a similar miracle. Rather, he
pointed them to where they (and every generation since) may receive the Holy Spirit no less powerfully than the apostles
had: “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone
whom the Lord our God calls to Himself.” (Acts 2:38-39)

No less than three thousand people took the plunge that day. Adults and children got into the baptismal water. There they
received the exact same Spirit that had fallen on the disciples earlier. “I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.” And He came bringing joy abounding.

Your Baptism is not only your personal Easter, joining you to Christ’s death and resurrection; it is also your personal
Pentecost. Baptism is where Peter tells you to go to receive in Jesus’ name forgiveness for all your sins and a share in the
promised Spirit. And how we need the Holy Spirit! We cannot by our own reason or strength believe in Christ or even come
to Him. Faith is always the work and gift of the Holy Spirit. St. Paul declares in 1 Corinthians 2:12: “Now we have received
not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the things freely given us by God.”
So, we constantly pray with the Church, “Come, Holy Spirit!”

Prayer: O God, on the day of Pentecost You once taught the hearts of Your faithful people by sending them the light of
Your Holy Spirit. Grant us in our day by the same Spirit to have a right understanding in all things and evermore to rejoice in
His holy consolation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

See you in worship, Pastor John M. Taggatz



May Announcements

Call the church office at 414.762.8990...

» When a member of your family is admitted to the hospital, so a visit can be made by Pastor
Taggatz.

» When your address, email, or your home or business phone number have changed, so church
records can be corrected.

When you are planning to move either out of town or locally.

» When you know you are pregnant so that we will be able to assist you in any way we can with
prayers, encouragement and support.

» When a new baby arrives in your family and/or in the family of another church member.

» When you are planning a wedding, baptism or funeral.

Please Note

. For appointments or emergencies, call church office or Pastor’s cell phone.
. Pastor John Taggatz, cell: 715.467.1231

| Monday 8:00 am-1:00 pm !
. Tuesday 8:00 am-1:00 pm - !
! Wednesday 8:00 am-1:00 pm 0FF|CE !
| Thursday 8:00 am-1:00 pm !
I Friday Pastor OFF HDURS I
| Visitations: Monday-Thursday afternoons NS i
i / i
I i
I i
I i

Sarah Anderson, Church Secretary: 414.762.8990 | T-W-TH 8:00am-11:30am
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REMINDER: If you have any announcements and/or additions you would like printed in the monthly
Equipper please forward to Sarah Anderson at church@graceoakcreek.org by the 17t of each month.

The Mites collection dates SN e
for May are: ] Jutheran Wamen
Thursday, May 4 | in sl LWAAL
Sunday, May 7t N

| When you or your group plans to hold a meeting at the Grace

Lutheran School campus, it must be cleared by Steve
| Gettelman. His email address is:
| principal@graceoakcreek.org

Awake. worth wind, and come, south wind! Blow on my garden, that its fragnance may ofread **
everguwhere. Let my beloved come inte his garden and tadte it choice fructs.

Song of Solomen 4:16 ' ' '


mailto:church@graceoakcreek.org

Our Grace Fellowship Board has planned some time for our church
members to have fellowship with one another!

Please join us after worship service on:

> Sunday, May 215t - after 8:00am worship (refreshments will be served)

» Sunday, May 215t - after 10:30am worship (Ice Cream Social)

» Thursday, May 25™ - after 6:30pm worship (refreshments will be served)

Please join us for a chance to have fellowship with

@
your brothers and sisters in Christ. W
¢ |

Grace Lutheran School Diaper Drive—“Be the Yellow” Campaign is a *
diaper and wipe drive to show kindness to those in need. Are you in need

of diapers or wipes? Stop by Grace Lutheran School on Friday, May 12th |
between 3-4:30pm and receive some for FREE! Diapers will be packaged -
in new bags by size. Pull up in the circle, let us know what size you need I
and we will bring them out to you! You don’t even need to get our of your
car!

"

Important Date for Sunday School & Adult Bible Class Coming Up—-This is a reminder
that the last day of Sunday School & Adult Bible Class will be Sunday, May 215, Thank you for having
your children attend Sunday School this year, as they have had the opportunity to learn more about

God's love for them in Jesus Christ as our Savior and Lord!

Welcome to our new members here at Grace!!! This past month of April we welcomed new
members here at Grace, they are as follows: Sharon Bzdawka, Karina Penn, and Melissa & Rick
Swainston, and their children Jackson & Logan. Earlier in the month of January we welcomed Phil &
Sue Herzog into our congregation as well. Welcome to our church family, we are so glad that you are
here!!!
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SAVE THE DATE for Sunday, June 4t

|
I
I
I
I
Following our 10:30am worship service our congregation members are cordially invited to |
attend a celebration of Lisa Hengst’s 20 years of service as a teacher and 30 years of |
service as our organist here at Grace Lutheran Church and School. The celebration will take |
place at our school gymnasium. |

|



Military Bible Sticks — CAMPAIGN STARTS MAY 25™ :
Our congregation has faithfully supported this mission for many years. We prayerfully ask you for this |
support again this year. The change this year is that Military Bible Sticks will be paired with a new mission !
from Faith Comes by Hearing. This new effort is called Vision 2033. Vision 2033 involves partnering with :
other missions, such as Lutheran Bible Translators, to translate the Bible into mission languages. These Bible |
sticks would have native speakers reading the Word and would be given to the missions in countries all over :
I
I
I
I
I
I

the world. That way people would be able to hear the Good News in their own languages. We are looking
forward to being able to be a part of this new mission by Faith Comes by Hearing. Envelopes will be available
for donating to Military Bible Sticks in the narthex on the white board. A video will be shared with the
congregation soon to share this missions vision. For more in-depth information please go to:
https://faithcomesbyhearing.com/what-we-do/resources-for-churches

Vacation Bible School - TIME TO REGISTER!

Please mark your calendars!!! We will be having our Vacation Bible School
at Grace Lutheran School on Friday, June 16" from 5:30-8:30pm. Our
theme for VBS this year will be Road Trip Route 3:16 and children ages 3
through 6" grade will be able to attend. There will be a special parent and
child class for those children under 3.

To register, please go to this link: N{tPS://tinyurl.com/y6hh9tc5 RGN e fohadl

FURNACE/BOILER REPLACEMENT We are currently in need of funding for our aged furnaces at our
school and at our church. This fundraiser is to replace the 7 remaining furnaces at our school and the
boiler at our church. All units are over 20 years old. The goal is $50,000. Please prayerfully consider
donating above and beyond your general offerings. There will be offering envelopes in the narthex
and a donation box for your offerings. Thank you for your ongoing support of our ministries at Grace!
God bless you! Currently, we have raised over $7,540!!

Are You Interested in Serving on a Church Board?

Elections are coming up for various boards at our Church at our June Voter’s Meeting. Do you feel called
to serve in leadership here at Grace Lutheran Church? Please consider contacting the Church Office and
we will let you know what responsibilities each board position has. We will also connect you with the
current board members who are serving so that you can ask them questions pertaining to their current
board responsibilities. The term of service is three years, and your service would begin in July of 2023.
Please call the Church Office for what board positions are currently available for the next term.

USHERS FOR SUMMER MONTHS

We are in need of ushers for Sunday summer services
(9:00am). The dates we need help are as follow:
June 11, July 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30

If you can help, please contact Pastor or Sarah at the church office
by phone (414)-762-8990 or email: church@graceoakcreek.org.
Thank you to those who have already reached out to help!!
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Congratulations to our Grace Lutheran Conflrmation Students!
God'’s blessings to Edward Taggatz and Tatiana Concepcion upon their journey
with Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior that was started on the day of their
baptisms and has continued to their Confirmation, which will be on Sunday, May
7t Congratulations to them as they have confirmed their Christian faith that God
B gave to them in their baptism!

CALLING ALL GRADUATES!!! Graduation is coming up for our 8" Graders at Grace Lutheran
School, but also for those in our congregation that are graduating from High School and/or College.
On Sunday, May 21°* we are asking that any High School or College age students of our congregation

that are graduating would join us for this event. They may also wear their cap and gown to be
recognized for their graduation. Please let us know what school they are graduating from, and if it is
from college, what is their major? We will publish this information in the church’s bulletin.

Please email this info to our church secretary, Sarah Anderson at: church@graceoakcreek.org @
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I PLEASE :
. NOTE i
i |

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE '
i STARTS MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND |

- We will be switching to our Summer |
! Schedule here at Grace starting Memorial -
| Day weekend. This means that our Sunday !
i morning worship time will be at 9:00am |
. starting on Sunday, May 28th and this will go |
| through Labor Day Weekend. There will not -
i be Sunday School and Adult Bible Class |
- during the summer. Thursday evening |
! worship at 6:30pm will remain the same. We :

| look forward to seeing you in worship!!! :

ONLINE GIVING AT GRACE

You can now give to our Church online. It's easy,
fast, and secure. If you're able, we also encourage
you to set up recurring giving. Thank you for
supporting our ministries here at Grace!!! Text the
word: graceoc to 206-859-9405, use this QR Code
or head to our web-site: graceoakcreek.org. You may
give a one time gift or set up your regular
weekly/monthly offering. Thank you for vyour
generosity and support of the ministries at Grace!!!
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May the GOD of HOPE
fill you
great j V
PEACE

as you TRUST in Him. romans 15:13
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Thank You!! The Grace Lutheran Easter Egg Hunt was on Saturday, April 1%t. We had it for preschool
through 4th grade and it was held at Grace Lutheran School. Our Grace Lutheran Youth Group members
and their parents helped out with this event. Though it was a colder day, we had about 40 children in
attendance and over 2,000 Easter eggs for the children. We also had Better Together Café come for this
event and give us tasty refreshments to eat and drink!!! Thanks so much for your help with this event!!!

Thank you to everyone who donated items for our Grace Lutheran Youth Group Easter
Breakfast that was held on Easter Sunday, April 9l We greatly appreciate the hard work of
our youth group and their parents who put on this event as we celebrated the resurrection of our
Lord Jesus Christ. Thanks o our members who also donated items for this event. We appreciate
your support of our Youth Group!!!

: Easter Flower Donors

Thank you to the many families who bought Easter flowers to adorn our altar this Easter. Also,
: thank you to the Altar Guild who helped make the altar look so beautiful for our Easter :
: Celebrations! We appreciate you and all of your hard work!! :

Mike & Barb Huber
Brandon & Tricia Dachel
2 Mary Savarino
Mark & Jennifer Olen, in memory of Susan Olsen
Dave Stecker, in memory of Mike Stecker
Larry & Sandy Herte, in memory of son Chris
Tony & Suzie Mirenda

Jeanne Meyer Sandy Hamburger

Mitzie Gamroth
Leah Abelt
Dawn Jantz
Stan Gumm
Leroy Handle
Russell MacRae
Rick Weeks
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Grace Ladies Guild
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&mtm& 1513 May Meeting
Saturday, May 20-10am-11:30am
Just 3 Cup of Coffee... At church
22? RISE & SONSHINE * Prayer Service led by Pastor
BIBLE STUDY

1
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i Taggatz

. | * Short Business meeting-
o l election of President &
@ i Treasurer and dispersal of
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ONE meeting in May
Saturday, May 6t -7:30am
Hillside Coffee House — , da
237 E. Ryan Rd., Ogk Creek Saturday, May 6t monies to missions
8-9:30am

At church

ALL ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND
(men and women!)

Please come for
coffee and fellowship!

2023 LWML Convention-Milwaukee
June 22-25, 2023

M. LAST CALL FOR WORKERS!
Lovdl of The Nelioas YOU are still needed!
e The volunteer form is available at www.lwml-swd.org/events/other
And copies are on the table in the narthex.
Questions? Please contact Jennifer Olen

b — ) g

Convention Registration Deadline is June 10!

*Don’t wait any longer...you won’t want to miss this - Mission speakers, Bible studies,
Exhibits, Mission Walk, Tee Up 4 Mites Golf event, etc.!**

LWML Convention-Opening Worship Service
Thursday, June 22, 7:00pm
Wisconsin Center-Downtown Milwaukee
ALL are invited to attend the opening worship service!
You do not need to be registered to attend.
Come worship and receive Holy Communion with 4,000 of your
fellow brothers and sisters in Christ!
Carpooling is encouraged.
Feel free to contact Jennifer Olen if you have questions.



http://www.lwml-swd.org/events/other

WEDNESDAY

WESTERN LAKES GOLF CLUB

W287 N1963 Oakton Road Pewaukee, Wisconsin
6:30 a.m. Registration and Breakfast
7:30 a.m. Shotgun Start

12:30 p.m. Awards Lunch
Sponsored by Lutheran Hour Ministries

$100 DONATION ENTRY FEE
Hole in One Prize: $10,000;

closest to the pin(2), longest drive, both men and women.
Scan code or visit [wml.org/golf for registration.

Sign your teams up NOW! Registration
forms are on the large table in the

narthex of the church!!




Stewardsh

Being Available for Service

In every church, there are people who continually rise to the occasion to get the work
done. Although God calls each of us to follow and serve Him, many of us are much more
. concerned about our own lives and goals than assisting in the
V- Lord’s work. If we focus on “I, me, mine, and myselt,” we take
SERVING care of “number one” to the exclusion of helping and serving.
FROM THE  In our prayers, we should be asking God to grant us hearts

H EART that we want to serve, and we should be asking Him, “what do

You want to achieve through me today?”

JoUJd0) =

Faithful Giving Pleases God

A young boy wanted to give a gift to his mom for Mother’s Day. He didn’t know what to give. He didn’t have any
money, so he was struggling and searching for ideas. On Mother’s Day, he gave his mom a card, and, in the card, he
stuck two of his favorite toy soldiers. What a happy mom, because she saw how much her son loved her by his
willingness to give up his favorite toys. She didn’t need the gift, but she loved receiving it.

God doesn’t need our gifts, but He loves receiving them. Through our gifts, we express our love and gratitude.
Through faith, we hold on to possessions loosely knowing all that we are and have are by God’s grace. We own
nothing. Through the working of the Holy Spirit, God fills our hearts with a spirit of generosity. We stop seeing the
money we have as just for our needs and entertainment. By grace, we understand that the money God entrusts to
us has the potential to be used to support mission starts and missionaries, so they can share the life-saving Gospel in
this land and overseas. Our money has the potential to help those who are hungry and homeless. It has the
potential to support our Christian schools and agencies. It supports the mission and ministry of our church. God
uses and multiplies the money we give in many wonderful ways.

Through God-given faith and new attitudes, we see that our
generosity is made possible by and rooted in His generosity.
We are empowered to give because of God’s generosity to
us. Knowing that He doesn’t limit His gifts to us and \f
experiencing His generosity at work in our lives, we respond

to His appeal to give generously. God’s people live with an ge n' ePI Ous
abundant perspective trusting in His provisions. In Scripture, 1

we see repeatedly how God’s people demonstrated their «»\%‘?' ;V%EW&]']G
trust in His abundance. Abel, Noah, Abraham, Jacob, David, 4‘@*"” ? “?"_.'”‘73"‘.‘»\-,@,,4
the Poor Widow, Zacchaeus, and Barnabas demonstrated A =
their faith and trust. In 2 Corinthians chapters 8 and 9, the Apostle Paul instructs the Corinthians to take up a
collection for the Christian Jews suffering from famine in Jerusalem. Paul urges them to give generously because
their generosity is rooted in God’s ability to provide everything they need to be generous on all occasions. “And
God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in
every good work” (2 Corinthians 9:8). As our bounteous God richly bestowed on the Corinthians the capacity for
generosity, He can do the same for us. In Jesus it is always more and never less. Even when things are tough, we
will be given the opportunity to share because God’s sufficiency will provide.

When we give generously from loving and cheerful hearts, we bring joy to our Heavenly Father because we display
His image and likeness. Filled with God’s sufficiency, rather than our own, we become generous givers.




DEVOTIONAL

The Deeper Things

For the Lord sees not 3s man sees: man looks on the outward
appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart
1 Samuel 16:7

A compliment is a genuine expression of praise or admiration, a simple act of thoughtfulness
that can brighten any day. Flattery, on the other hand, is insincere and often excessive praise.
It’s easy for most of us to spot a flatterer because there’s always something in it for them, for
example, an employee telling his boss how great his new haircut looks when he knows full
well his hair looks like it’s been chopped with a weed whacker.

In contrast to insincere compliments, the apostle Paul’s compliments to his fellow workers in
Christ. were of a spiritual nature, and completely selfless. In his letter to the Roman church
(Romans 16:1-15), Paul begins by introducing Phoebe as a dear Christian woman who “has
also been a helper of many” (verse 2 NASB). He follows with a long list of compliments for
others: “Give my greetings to Tryphaena and Tryphosa, the Lord’s workers, and to dear
Persis, who has worked so hard for the Lord. Greet Rufus, who the Lord picked out to be his
very own” (verses 12-13NLT). Paul’s compliments likely encouraged and bolstered the
confidence of those in the ministry with him and helped them to be better in the work God
had called each of them to do.

FAITH CHECK

Instead of complimenting
people on the way they look MM
outside, why not take 3 cue A
from the apostle Paul and
compliment them on their inner

beauty?



We use these social media platforms to share the special things going on at church,
school and the Early Childhood Center. However, most importantly, we share on
social media the Gospel of God’s redeeming love!
We enjoy using technology to continue the work of spreading the...

..Good News of God’s Riches at Christ’s Expense!

LIKE our page, and make sure you SHARE these messages with others too!

Find us on: Facebook
(- 4.1+ & Grace Lutheran Church, School & Early Childhood Center, Oak Creek, WI

Instagram:
_ gracelutheran_oakcreek
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AFPRECTATION

BREAKFAST

CHARMIMNG
COMFORT
DEVOTED
FLOWERS

FORGIVIMNG
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JEWELRY
Joy
KIS5ES
LALUGHTER
LOVE
MATERMAL
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MURTURE
FERFLWAE
PROTECTIVE
SHARE
TELEPHOME
TEMDER

THE BEST
WARM
WISE

DIRECTIONS:
Fird ond circle the
vocabulary words
in the grid. Look
for them in all
directions including
backwards and
diagonally.




$ May &

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6
6:30pm 7:00am 9:30am 6:30pm 7:30am
Grief Share Group Men's Bible Study Ladies Bible Study Divine Worship Just a Cup of Coffee
& Breakfast (OC  6:30pm ) Ha PY 8:00am
Diner) All Board's Meeting Cinco CMaHO Rise & Sonshine
6:30pm ) s Bible Study
Stephen Ministry —
Meeting
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
8:00am 7:00am 9:30am 6:30pm 3-4:30pm
Divine Worship Men's Bible Study Ladies Bible Study Divine Worship Grace Lutheran
9:15am & Breakfast (OC  6:30pm School Diaper Drive
Adult Bible Study Diner) Council Meeting
HS Sunday School
Sunday School
10:30am
Divine Worship -
CONFIRMATION
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
8:00am 7:00am 9:30am 6:30pm 10:00am
Divine Worship Men's Bible Study Ladies Bible Study Divine Worship Grace Ladies Guild
9:15am & Breakfast (OC
Adult Bible Study Diner) Happy Mother's Day . . .
10:30am to all the moms in our congregation!
Divine Worship / And now these three remain: faith, hope and love.
But the greatest of these is love. 1 Corinthians 13:13
MOTHER’S DAY
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
8:00am 7:00am 9:30am 6:30pm
Divine Worship Men's Bible Study Ladies Bible Study Divine Worship
9:15am & Breakfast (OC 7:30pm
Adult Bible Study Diner) Fellowship Fun
Sunday School Time
Fellowship Time
10:30am
Divine Worship
11:45am
Ice Cream Social
28 29 30 ] o I
9:00am 7:00am I Reminders: y
Divine Worship % Men's Bible Study I > Mites Collection is May .4th and 7t I
’% & Breakfast (OC . » May 7th — 10:30 Worship - CONFIRMA'I_'ION _ |
ol | » The last day_ of Sgnday Schc_>oI/AduIt Bible Study is May 21st .
MEMORIAL = » The last Ladies Bible Study is May 24th I
DAY ' » Summer worship starts on May 28t at 9:00am .
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FAITH STEP
What is really important to you right now, and what if it doesn’t work out? Sit with that for a minute. Then
insert Jesus right there in the middle of it all, holding your hand. Visualize this truth every day,
and you'll be ready to face anything.




Radio Worship Service
"The Lutheran Hour™ can be heard every Sunday Morning at 6:00
AM on WGN 720 AM, Chicago or at 6:30 AM on WTMJ 620 AM or
at 11:00 am WRRD 540 AM, Milwaukee.

“The Lutheran Hour,” which began in 1930, is the world’s oldest
continually broadcast Gospel radio program. This weekly half-hour
program, now heard on more than 1,200 radio stations, pro-claims
the message of Jesus Christ to a world-wide audience.
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Prayer Hot Line

In order to request prayers by
members of Grace, please contact
one of the following people. Your
request will be made known to all
members of Ir . Prayer Line.
Prayer reque f worship

Pauline/‘,
paulinemo
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