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Equipping God’s people as we celebrate, teach, and share God’s Grace.
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February 2025

P as t o r ’ s  M es s age

“A Glimpse of Heaven for the Days Ahead?”

Mark 9:2-9, “2 After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with 
him and led them up a high mountain, where they were all alone. 
There he was transfigured before them. 3 His clothes became dazzling 
white, whiter than anyone in the world could bleach them. 4 And 
there appeared before them Elijah and Moses, who were talking with 
Jesus. 5 Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. 

Let us put up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 6 (He did not know what to 
say, they were so frightened.) 7 Then a cloud appeared and covered them, and a voice came from the 
cloud: “This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!” 8 Suddenly, when they looked around, they no longer 
saw anyone with them except Jesus. 9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus gave them orders 
not to tell anyone what they had seen until the Son of Man had risen from the dead.”

I’m becoming more and more convinced that all of our modern technologies are actually making us 
more ignorant, rather than more informed. They also make us more prone to be isolated, rather than 
connected with each other. Because of our sinful rebelliousness against the moral truths of God, human 
beings also seem to be more clueless than ever about how to live their lives in this world meaningfully 
and joyfully. That’s true even amidst all the advances of science and technology. As I get older, I see this 
more clearly than ever. Evil truly does exist in the world and evil exists in every human heart. 
Unfortunately, there is no easy religious, secular, or scientific fix for this deadly virus. The great scientist 
Albert Einstein said, “It is easier to denature plutonium than to denature the evil spirit of man.” (1 Albert 
Einstein, Clinical Toxicology, 50(7), pp. 537–538)

We need a solution to the problems and evils of this world. We also need a fix for the evil which resides 
within our own hearts. The payment coming due for all of these things seems beyond comprehension. 
That’s true. But what happens when the solution is so overwhelming that we can’t bear it and so 
extensive that we can’t fathom it? I think that is how the disciples were feeling on the day Jesus took 
them up on a mountain to pray. I think that they were becoming overwhelmed by the kind of salvation 
that they needed. (After all, Peter would have no suffering for his messiah; see Mark 8:32.) And I think 
they were beginning to be overwhelmed by the salvation that Jesus was going to provide which was part 
of the reason for their fear and awe.
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So, a preliminary glimpse of the glorified Jesus is provided for them before the overwhelming days of 
suffering to come. On a mountain that day, Jesus was transfigured, literally metamorphisized. That means 
His appearance changed drastically as His divinity literally and brilliantly shone through. Why? Well, these 
disciples, and believers in Jesus since, would need to be reminded again and again of who Jesus is. Who is 
this one who would suffer and die for them? They would need to know this in order to be strengthened by 
faith in Him for the events that were soon to follow and for the lives they would live by faith in Him for 
others.

You see, as believers in Christ, we believe and trust in a Savior who is not dead but alive. And, though we 
face trials, struggles, suffering, and even death this side of heaven, ours is a living faith in a living Savior who 
will have the victorious, last say over all those things in the end. As the Apostle Paul reminds us in 1st 
Corinthians 15:17 and 19-20, “And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your 
sins….If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. But Christ has indeed 
been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.”

Be comforted with these truths when you are afraid. And realize that the fear that overcame the disciples 
that day would eventually be overcome, not by their efforts, but because of the resurrection reality of 
Christ’s living presence with them. As Christians, when you read His Word, when you receive His name in 
Baptism, when you receive His body and His blood in/with/under the bread and wine in His Supper, you 
have that resurrection reality at work in your life too. Thank God we all get a glimpse of heaven from this 
incredible Transfiguration event which is an ongoing reminder of the fact of Jesus’ resurrection, as well as 
His resurrection promise for you. That vision will provide strength for the days ahead, whatever they may 
hold.

Prayer: Dear Lord Jesus, amidst the teaching of the need for You to suffer and die, thank You for this glimpse 
of Your glorious appearance as God. Thanks also for letting us see the confusion and fear of the disciples so 
that we can realize that our struggles and fears can be overcome by Your death and resurrection, as the now 
risen, radiant, reigning, and returning Son of God. Amen.

See you in worship,

<+><

Pastor John M. Taggatz

New Grief Share Group starting in February 2025 at Grace Lutheran School
No matter what the circumstances, grief recovery is a painful process. Have you or someone you know experienced the 
death of a loved one recently? Near the end of February we are starting a special seminar  that we sponsor for people 
dealing with the loss of a family member here at Grace Lutheran. We understand how deeply grief and loss hurt people 
and families, and we simply wanted you to know about our Grief Share group. It’s a place where many people have found 
they can begin putting their lives back together again with the Lord’s help and with the love and encouragement of His 
Church. Our Grief Share grief recovery seminar and support group will meet on Monday evenings starting February 17th

from 6:30-8:00pm in the school library and it will end on Monday May 19th. We will take off April 21st for Easter Monday. 
The cost for attending is $20.00. Grace Lutheran School is located at: 8537 S. Pennsylvania Ave. Lori Kachelmeier and 
Jeanne Meyer will be the leaders for this Grief Share Group. Grief Share features nationally recognized experts on grief 
recovery topics. Seminar sessions include “Is This Normal?” “The Challenges of Grief,” “Grief and Your Relationships,” 
“Why?” and “Guilt and Anger.” For more information or to register go to the website: www.griefshare.org and enter our 
zip code "53154" to the left of "find a group" box and do a search. It will bring up our Monday 6:30 pm meetings. For 
further questions please call Lori Kachelmeier at: 414-828-0290.

http://www.griefshare.org/


A n n o u n c e m e n t s

Call the church office at 414.762.8990

 When a member of your family is admitted to the hospital, so a visit can be made by Pastor

Taggatz.

 When your address, email, or your home or business phone number have changed, so church

records can be corrected.

 When you are planning to move either out of town or locally.

 When you know you are pregnant so that we will be able to assist you in any way we can with

prayers, encouragement and support.

 When a new baby arrives in your family and/or in the family of another church member.

 When you are planning a wedding, baptism or funeral.

For appointments or emergencies, call church office or Pastor’s cell phone.

Pastor John Taggatz, cell: 715.467.1231

Monday 8:00 am-1:00 pm 

Tuesday 8:00 am-1:00 pm

Wednesday 8:00 am-1:00 pm 

Thursday 8:00 am-1:00 pm

Friday                 Pastor Off     

Visitations:          Monday – Thursday Afternoons

Heidi, Church Secretary

Church office: 414.762.8990

Church office hours: T-W-Th 9:00am – 12:30pm
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REMINDER: If  you have any announcements and/or additions you would like 

printed in the monthly Equipper please forward to the church office at 

church@graceoakcreek.org by the 17th of  each month.

Look for the LARGE mite box to drop your change 

and dollars in to on February 7th and 9th

When you or your group plans to hold a meeting at the Grace

Lutheran School campus, it must be cleared by Principal Steve

Gettelman. His email address is: principal@graceoakcreek.org

ONLINE GIVING AT GRACE

You can now give to our Church online. It’s easy, fast, and secure. If  

you’re able, we also encourage you to set up recurring giving. Thank you 

for supporting our ministries here at Grace!!! Text the word: graceoc to 

206-859-9405, use this QR Code or head to our web-site: 

graceoakcreek.org. You may give a one time gift or set up your regular 

weekly/monthly offering. Thank you for your generosity and support of  

the ministries at Grace!!!

mailto:church@graceoakcreek.org


Giving to Grace Through The Thrivent Choice Program 

When you're ready to make an impact on the causes and nonprofits you 
care most about, we're here to help. Through our Thrivent Choice® 
program, you can make a personal donation or direct Thrivent Choice 
Dollars® to more than 40,000 churches and nonprofits. Eligible members 
can recommend where Thrivent distributes a portion of its charitable 
funding by directing Choice Dollars®. Members become eligible for Thrivent 
Choice based on insurance premiums, contract values and Thrivent 
volunteer leadership.

Exciting News: Debt Reduction Fund and Furnace Fund Paid in Full!
We are overjoyed to announce that, thanks to the incredible generosity of our members, both our 
Debt Reduction Fund and Furnace Fund have been fully paid in full!

Your faithful prayers, contributions of time, talents, and treasures have made this possible, and we are 
so deeply grateful for each and every one of you.

With the Furnace Fund completed, we are now able to move forward with replacing our church’s 
boiler, which has faithfully served us for over 20 years. In addition, we will upgrade all the older 
furnaces and air conditioners in our school building, ensuring a more efficient and comfortable space 
for our students, staff, and congregation.

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow! We celebrate this milestone together, giving thanks to God 
for His abundant blessings and for your steadfast commitment to the ministry of Grace Lutheran 
Church.

Thank you, and may God continue to bless our congregation and its mission to share the love of Jesus!

Your 2025 Grace Lutheran Offering Envelopes are available in the narthex 
of the Church. Please feel free to pick your envelopes up and we thank you for your 
continued support of our Church, School, and Early Childcare Center through the 
stewardship of your time, talents, and treasures! God bless you! **Please do not use 
until January 2025.**

Special notice regarding the Thrivent Choice Program: Thrivent members wishing to continue their 
automatic withdrawal to the charity of their choice will have to let Thrivent know either by e-mail or 
phone.  All you have to do is call this 1-800 number in order to see if you have Thrivent Choice dollars 
to give.  To continue to direct your Choice Dollars to the charity of your choice call: 800-THRIVENT 
(800-847-4836) and state "Thrivent Choice."

For More information on the Thrivent Choice Program please go to:  
https://www.thrivent.com/what-we-offer/generosity/thrivent-choice.html

OUR GRACE LUTHERAN SCHOOL PANTHER NEWSLETTER IS AVAILABLE IN 
THE NARTHEX HERE AT CHURCH FOR ANY PARISHIONERS WHO WOULD LIKE 
TO PICK IT UP TO SEE WHAT IS HAPPENING AT OUR LUTHERAN SCHOOL.

https://www.thrivent.com/what-we-offer/generosity/thrivent-choice.html


Rise & Sonshine
Bible Study 

Schedule
Saturday, January 8th & 

22nd - 8:00am-9:30am in 
the school library

All ladies welcome!

Ladies Bible Study
Please join us on Wednesday mornings at Church at 9:30 a.m. We are studying, 
“Flowing from the Cross: Six Facets of God’s Forgiveness” by Daniel Paavola. Join us!!! 
All women of our congregation are invited to attend! 

Sunday Morning Bible Class from 9:15-10:15am in the School Library 
Luke: To All Nations
Luke's carefully written Gospel, compiled from both oral and written accounts, points to God's gracious salvation 
through His Son, Jesus Christ. The peace that Christ has brought to the world enables us to break out in a liturgy of 
praise. The salvation story did not end with Christ's ascension, however; Christ's Church is called to go to "all 
nations"-men, women, children, the poor, the sick, and the disenfranchised-proclaiming the victory found only in 
Jesus Christ. We hope you can join us for our Adult Bible Class on Sunday mornings at Grace as we learn how Luke’s 
Gospel speaks to us about:
God's plan for bringing salvation to both Jew and Gentile;  
believers' unceasing joy upon hearing the Good News;
the work of the Holy Spirit in Jesus' life and in our own;
the enduring value and importance of prayer.

Grace Ladies Guild

January Activity Meeting
Our January meeting was quite productive…cards made, hearts cut out, and a wonderful new LWML 
banner. Sorry, you will have to wait until LWML Sunday to see it.
Our next meeting is Saturday February 8th from 10:00am-12:00pm - See you there!

Mitten Tree
Thank you to all who decorated the mitten tree with scarves, hats, mittens and gloves. 111 items were 
donated to the South Milwaukee Human Concerns. Your generosity will help to keep so many warm this 
winter.

Blessings for Baby - A Place of Refuge
Blessings for baby items will be collected starting January 12th. Items needed for Advocacy Ministry 
include:  infant board books, bibs infant socks, sleepers, headbands, wash cloths, toys and baby powder.

“Loving Leadership”
“And we know that in all things God works for the
good of those who love him, who have been called 
according to his purpose.” Romans 8:28 (NIV)

LWML SWD Leadership Development Workshops
This workshop will focus on fostering leadership skills that emphasize compassion, understanding, and effective 
communication. It is a great opportunity to grow personally and professionally!
Topics:
Leadership 101
Motivation is Contagious
Leadership in Pairs
Look of a Leader 

Choose your date to attend: March 5th- St Paul’s Lutheran Church- Sheboygan Falls 8:30-am-3pm
Or April 5th-St Paul’s Lutheran Church- Janesville 8:30am-3pm

Register online at www.lwml-swd.org/event/workshop
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Sunday February 23rd - New Member Potluck 
On Sunday February 23rd, following our 10:30am worship service, 
we will be having a New Member Potluck in our School Gymnasium. 
We have a sign-up sheet in the Church Narthex requesting our members 
to bring a main entrée, side dish, and/or desserts for this event. Please 
plan on coming to our New Member Potluck to get a chance to meet 
and get to know our new members at Grace! Please bring a jar of peanut 
butter to the New Member Potluck on Sunday February 23rd as a kickoff 
to this fundraiser and thank you for helping out those in need!!!

Saturday, March 29th - Game Night
March 29th Our 'Fellowship Committee will be having a game night at the school hall. You will be able to 
bring a board game of your choosing to share with others or we will supply some games for that night. We 
will also be having some cribbage boards, or you may like to bring your own, for those who would like to 
have a more quiet game. It will be another night of Fun Fellowship and Food. We ask that you bring a snack 
to pass and a non alcohol drink for you and your family. A sign up sheet will be up the first week in March.

The doors will be open at 6:00 and the games will start at 6:30. It will give you time to set up your games and 
people will be able to choose which game they will like to participate in. Please print out the rules for your 
game so we will be able to know how to play. We will continue to play until 8:00

Ice Cream Social & Valentines Coffee
We will also have an Ice Cream Social in the summer. Keep watch for any other Events we will put out and 
more information will be following. We will also be having a Valentine’s Coffee on Feb. 13th and Feb. 16th 
after the church services at church with Valentine treats.

Hunger Task Force - Annual Fund Drive
The Evangelism Board along with the Hunger Task Force is holding their Annual Fund Drive starting February 
23rd. The best way to support the Hunger Task Force is to make a monetary donation. The Hunger Task 
Force will then purchase the food to be distributed to those in need. There are envelopes on the table in the 
back of church to put your donations. The envelopes then can be placed in the offering plate. Checks should 
be made out to: Grace Lutheran Church. Please write Hunger Task Force in the memo section of your check. 
Thank you in advance for your generosity! Grace Evangelism Board. Please bring a jar of peanut butter to the 
New Member Potluck on Sunday February 23rd as a kickoff to this fundraiser and thank you for helping out 
those in need!!!

Save the Date! 

Choir at Grace! 
Choir practice is on Thursday evenings in the church 
following worship. Please consider joining our church 
choir. Music has a unique way of connecting us with 
God, and being a part of the choir is a beautiful 
opportunity to share your voice and your faith. Whether 
you're an experienced singer or someone who simply 
loves to sing, we welcome you with open arms. Martin 
Luther once said, “He who sings, prays twice.” Please 
contact Kathy Kolb, our Choir Director, for further 
details if you are interested in joining our church’s choir.
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We are in need of  additional people to assist as ushers and lay readers during worship 

services, especially for Sunday mornings at 8am and Thursday evenings at 6:30pm. 

Ushers arrive early, greet people and hand out bulletins before service, 

gather offerings and assist with communion during service, and straighten 

up the church after service. Lay readers proclaim God's word to the 

congregation by reading the Old Testament and Epistle lessons during the 

worship service. If  you are able and willing to help in either of  these 

capacities, please sign up on the sheet in the back of  church -- your 

assistance is greatly appreciated. Please feel free to approach the elder on 

duty with any questions you may have about these opportunities.

Opportunities at Grace 

Volunteers 
Needed to 
Assist with 
Worship!

Greeting Card Ministry 
The greeting-card ministry consists of  volunteers mailing cards and notes of  encouragement to 

people in nursing facilities, who are homebound, or otherwise can’t be at church regularly. ‘Think of  

your neighbor, love your neighbor.’ This is the way people answer that message, letting people know they 

haven’t been forgotten. If  you would like to share in this ministry, please take a card which is provided 

for you on the table in the narthex of  the Church. Remember…you are giving joy to these people. If  

you are interested in taking part in this ministry, please contact Pauline Parker at: 414-807-6338 or 

paulinemom@aol.com

Substitute Wraparound Care Worked Needed at the Day 
School:
We are in need of  a substitute wraparound care worker at Grace from 6:30-8:05am or that can be 

available from 3:30-5:30pm, Monday through Friday. The pay for this position is $15.00 an hour. If  

you are interested in helping out with this position in subbing on a routine basis, please contact our 

ECC Director Rachel Miliacca at: eccdirector@graceoakcreek.org or at 414-762-8755.

Easter Lilies/Plants
To help make our Easter celebration more memorable, Milaeger’s is offering a beautiful assortment of  

plants to celebrate the glorious Easter holiday. 1) Sign-up for your preferred flower/plant on sheets 

posted on the bulletin board in the narthex. 2) Enclose cash or check in the envelopes provided and 

place in offering basket or hand to an elder. All money and orders need to be placed by March 24, 

2025.

Ushers Needed 
We are in critical need of  ushers for both Thursday and Sunday services. If  you have thought about 

being an usher but are concerned about the duties, please don’t be. Here are some of  the main 

duties: Arrive 20 minutes before service, Pass out bulletins, Collect offerings, Usher people for 

communion, Clean up after service 

mailto:paulinemom@aol.com
mailto:eccdirector@graceoakcreek.org
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Worship Services at Willow Crest Nursing Home 

Volunteers Needed 
Grace Lutheran Church members have helped out with leading worship services at Willow Crest Nursing 

Home on Sunday mornings. We have started leading these worship services again and could use some 

volunteers to help out with this ministry. 

The worship services are roughly 30 minutes long and are held at 10:00am on Sundays at Willow Crest 

Nursing Home located at: 3821 Chicago Ave., South Milwaukee, WI 53172. You may end up leading a 

worship service at Willow Crest once a month, or every 5 to 6 weeks, depending on how many people are 

willing to volunteer in leading worship services at Willow Crest. We would also provide you with resources 

to help you lead worship services at Willow Crest. 

If  you are interested in volunteering, please contact Jeanne Meyer at: meyorch@sbcglobal.net or 414-719-

2257 or Lori Kachelmeier at jlkachel2@gmail.com or 414-828-0290. You would also be able to shadow a 

current Willow Crest Worship Leader if  you are wanting to learn more information about this ministry.

2025 Altar Flowers
Sign-up for 2025 Altar Flowers! The sign-up sheet is posted on the white board in the narthex. Place your 

flower order directly with Parkway Floral in South Milwaukee at (414) 762-0246. Flowers will be delivered 

to church, free of  charge, before the Thursday evening service. You can also supply your own arrangement. 

Rachel Miliacca at the ECC can provide you with a vase liner. Your flowers will be refrigerated after the 

Thursday service so they will be fresh for Sunday’s services. Take your flowers to enjoy at home after the 

10:30am service on Sunday. Reminder: If  you want to put flowers on the altar, you must pay for it directly 

to the florist (Parkway Floral, South Milwaukee) if  using a florist. Also, there are special offering envelopes 

in the narthex for Altar Flowers that you can use to make payment.

Portals of  Prayer Devotional
Over the years the church has provided the Portals of  Prayers devotional book to our members. 

Throughout these years the church has carried this expense. To help offset that burden we now have 

envelopes available in the narthex for our members to designate funds to this devotional book. It is our 

goal to continue to provide this amazing tool to our members in their faith journey.

Financial Peace University at Grace Oak Creek
Cancellation of  Financial Peace University Class - We regret to inform you that the Financial Peace 

University Class, originally planned to be led by Lisa Kamprath on Sunday evenings at the school building, 

has been cancelled due to a lack of  sign-ups. Thank you for your understanding. We are hopeful to 

reschedule this class at a later date and will provide details when a new time is set. If  you have any 

questions or are interested in participating in the future, please don't hesitate to reach out.

Subject: Blessings for Baby – Sanctity of  Life Sunday
We are planning to do the Blessings for Baby collection this year at Grace for Sanctity of  Life Sunday on 

January 19th and we will continue to receive donations through the middle of  the month of  February. 

Thank you for helping mothers and their children who are in need. God bless you!!! Here’s the list of  items 

that A Place of  Refuge (a Ministry to women and their children of  the South WI District, LCMS) is requesting: Baby 

wipes, Coloring books, Bibs, Infant socks, Sleepers, Headbands, Washcloths, Toys, Baby powder

(to find out more about what A Place of  Refuge does as a Lutheran Christian Ministry, you can go to this 

site: https://www.aplaceofrefuge.org/

https://graceoakcreek.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=da86887a1775423c1792b4f06&id=af5ecdb4a8&e=6a3adca418


A second reason for not giving is that, through most of our lives, we’ve gotten into the habit of 
taking rather than giving.  We have become more comfortable in acquiring things not giving things 
away.  We are taught how to get friends, how to influence people, how to make money, how to 
invest so that we make more money, and how to hold on to things.  Yes, it is natural that many of us 
are more skilled in getting and keeping than in giving.

By God’s grace, we don’t have to remain selfish hoarders of God’s gifts to us.  As we read and study 
God’s Word, we must be struck by His giving nature, starting with His very Son!  “For God so loved 
the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
eternal life” (John 3:16).  Through His perfect life, death, resurrection, and ascension, He has given 
us all we need.  “He Who did spare His own Son but gave Him up for us all, how will He not also with 
Him graciously give us all things?” (Romans 8:32).  Through His Word, we are given confidence that 
He will provide for all our needs (Matthew 6:25-34); we’re promised that He will always be with us 
(Hebrews 13:5; Matthew 28:20).  He has promised to give us joy in our giving (2 Corinthians 8:1-5).

God frees us from the selfishness and fear that keep our hands clenching our wallets and opens our 
hearts to give as we’ve received: “Freely you have received, freely give” (Matthew 10:8 NIV).  
Prompted by the Holy Spirit to give generously and cheerfully, we begin to understand why Jesus 
said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35).

Blessings on your Stewardship journey! 

“Are You a Giver or a Taker?”

Even though we know that God wants us to give 
generously and, when we do, we derive great 
joy from our giving, oddly enough, we still often 
hold back in our giving.  Perhaps some of our 
reluctance to give stems from a fear that 
something will happen, and we will need that 
money we’ve given away.  This is simply lack of 
faith, isn’t it?  God promises to provide for our 
needs, but we’re just not sure He means it.

The Board of Stewardship Presents the 2025 Chili Fundraiser
Order now through February 6th. Chili orders can be dropped off at church services or at 
the school office between 8 am - 3 pm. Orders can also be placed by calling the school 

office at 414-762-3655. Proceeds will be used to purchase blinds for the gym/lunch room
windows at the school campus. Orders can be picked up after January 11th.
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“I AM SO GRATEFUL 

FOR STEPHEN MINISTRY”

(A man’s story)

“Fourteen months ago, I was at a point where I needed someone to talk to about the struggles in my life. My 

pastor recommended I consider meeting with a Stephen Minister--another man trained as a caregiver, who would 

walk with me during this difficult time.. Trusting someone with personal information about my life was 

something I feared at first, but my pastor reassured me that everything was confidential, so I agreed to give it a 

try. I'm so glad I did!

Soon after meeting my Stephen Minister, I quickly sensed I could trust him. Part of that trust came from knowing 

he was trained to help people through their problems. He made me feel comfortable by not prying for 

information, but, instead just letting me share what was on my mind. Any questions he did ask fit our 

conversation appropriately. Probably the best thing he did for me was not judging me for my past decisions; 

rather, he was there to help me move forward.

I think another significant trust-building factor was being able to talk with someone who was not in my regular 

circle of friends. My friends certainly continued to have a very important place in my life, but I also needed 

someone who could see me objectively. That helped make it easier to share personal parts of my life. Also, 

knowing my Stephen Minister would be there for me "next week" as we usually met for an hour each week, gave 

me confidence. I see now how much I needed regular encouragement as I rode the roller coaster of emotions that 

came during this period of insatiability in my life.

I really appreciated our times together. Our weekly visits were more than just meeting to talk. They also helped 

keep me accountable between times, to carry through with the changes I said I wanted to make. My Stephen 

Minister often went out of his way to help me in my struggle.

My life experience during the 19 months I met with my Stephen Minister was not always one of progress. It took 

courage for me to honestly share when I had my failures and set backs too. Even then my Stephen Minister was 

there for me. He encouraged me not to give up, but to pick up and keep going forward. That genuine acceptance 

spoke to me the most; not to accept failure, but to confess, turn and receive forgiveness. Having someone assure 

me of that biblical truth was really encouraging and was exactly what I needed. My Stephen Minister walked 

with me through a really dark part of my life, pointing me to the truth and love that is in Christ.

I thank the Lord for my Stephen Minister who did not try to solve all my problems but lovingly, as a Christian 

brother, walked along with me through this valley in my life. If you are dealing with some type of crisis or 

difficulty in life, I encourage you to meet with a Stephen Minister. You won't regret it.”

Stephen Ministry is a way congregations can provide high-quality care and outreach to hurting people in the 
congregation and community. Stephen Ministers are congregation members who have gone through 50 hours of 
training (and on going training monthly) to provide one-to-one, Christian-centered care. Each Stephen Minister is 
matched with a hurting person-men are paired with men, and women with women--and meets weekly with that 
person to listen, care, pray, and encourage. Stephen Ministers care for those dealing with grief, divorce, job loss, 

hospitalization, financial struggles, loneliness, convalescence, terminal illness, and many other life difficulties. 

If you or someone you know could benefit from the care of a Stephen Minister, or if you 
are interested in being a Stephen Minister,  you can talk to Pastor Taggatz or to one of our Stephen Leaders, 

Jeanne Meyer or Lori Kachelmeier.
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Lenten Midweek Series for Grace Lutheran Church
Ash Wednesday March 5th – Easter Sunday April 20th, 2025

“Good News from the Beginning: The Gospel in Genesis”

Join us for this exciting series as we meditate upon the Gospel, as it’s so richly 
proclaimed to us from the Book of Genesis. Please note:  ASH WEDNESDAY
will be on Wednesday March 5th with Holy Communion at 6:30 p.m. There will 
be no Thursday evening service that week. The Lenten Services following Ash 
Wednesday will be on Thursday nights at 6:30pm without communion.  

Here is an overview of the series…Old Testament, Law; New Testament, Gospel. Old covenant, Moses; 
new covenant, Jesus. Mount Sinai, Ten Commandments, bad news; Mount Calvary, John 3:16, good 
news. Genesis, the fall into sin; Revelation, heaven. No question where we’re heading as we begin the 
Lenten season—the cross of Jesus Christ on Calvary, that event so detailed in all four Gospels, is the 
event that secures Good News for the world, that whosoever believes it shall not perish but have eternal 
life in heaven. There’s also no question that the season of Lent is a time to reflect on and repent of our 
sins, and sin first infected the world in Genesis 3 and is shown to us in stark reality in the thundering of 
Sinai and the Commandments we fail to keep. 

But it’s way oversimplifying—in fact, it’s wrong—to think that people had to wait all those Old Testament 
centuries to receive the Gospel of Jesus Christ and his cross. From the very beginning—at least within 
hours of the first sin—God was also promising the Savior. Genesis means “beginnings,” and that first 
book of the Bible tells not only of the beginning, the creation, of the world, but also of the first words of 
Good News. That’s what our sermons during these Lenten midweek services will explore—the Gospel as 
it’s so richly proclaimed in the book of Genesis. 

March 5th, 2025, 6:30pm (with communion, no Thursday Service this week)
Ash Wednesday: The Good News of a Savior Who Covers Our Sin, Genesis 3:1–13, 21
March 13th, 2025, 6:30pm (no communion)
Lenten Midweek 2: The Good News of a Savior Who Conquers Evil, Genesis 3:14–15
March 20th, 2025, 6:30pm (no communion)
Lenten Midweek 3: The Good News of a Savior Who Gives Us a New Beginning, Genesis 6
March 27th, 2025, 6:30pm (no communion)
Lenten Midweek 4: The Good News of a Savior Who Gives Himself in Our Place, Genesis 22:1–18
April 3rd, 2025, 6:30pm (no communion)
Lenten Midweek 5: The Good News of a Savior Who Unites Heaven and Earth, Genesis 28:10–22
April 10th, 2025, 6:30pm (no communion)
Lenten Midweek 6: The Good News of a Savior Who Brings Good from Evil, Genesis 50:15–21
April 17th, 2025, 6:30pm (with communion)
Maundy Thursday: “He’s Got Us Covered,” Psalm 32:1–5
April 18th, 2025, 12pm (no communion)
Good Friday Noon Day Service: “A Time to Speak,” John 19:17–30
April 18th, 2025, 6:30pm (no communion)
Good Friday Tenebrae Service: “He Died!” Genesis 5
April 20th, 2025, 6am (no communion)
Easter Sunday Sunrise Service: “Three Days!” John 20:1–18
April 20th, 2025, 8:30am & 10am (with communion)
Easter Sunday Festival Service: “Easter Guarantees...” Psalm 16



Lenten Devotions from Lutheran Hour Ministries
“Servant of the Lord”

In Jesus Christ, God Himself enters our human condition. In 
Servant of the Lord, we   see Jesus as God’s Son and our 
Redeemer. He has made the Heavenly Father known to us. 
Proclaiming the kingdom of God, Jesus served us—lovingly, 
patiently, compassionately—as He died for our sins and rose 
three days later in Easter victory. 

We have in Jesus the supreme example of devoted service. 
His teachings defined the lives we are to live—both in praise 
and honor to God and in love and peace toward one another. 
All this Jesus did as God’s chosen Servant, sent from heaven 
to earth to be our King, Savior, and trusted Friend.

We are offering these devotions at our Church in both a physical booklet form and we 
will be emailing them out to our members. This devotional will include our Lenten 
Worship Schedule for Grace with contact information for our Church. To view the 
devotions online go to: https://www.lhm.org/lent/
Consider using this devotion not only for your own personal and family devotions 
during the Lenten season, but also to share with your neighbor, family member, 
friend, or co- worker so that they too can share in the comforting Gospel of our Lord’s 
passion and death for the forgiveness of our sins.

What is Lent? The season of Lent begins in February or March. The word lent has its 
origin in the same root as one of the German words for “spring,” Lenz. As nature 
awakens from the death of winter, so the Christian finds newness of life in Christ, 
rising from sin’s death. During the 40 days of Lent, God’s baptized people cleanse their 
hearts through the discipline of Lent: repentance, prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. Lent 
is a time in which God’s people prepare with joy for the paschal feast (Easter). It is a 
time in which God renews His people’s zeal in faith and life. It is a time in which we 
pray that we may be given the fullness of grace that belongs to the children of God.

Customs: Lent begins with Ash Wednesday when ashes are placed on the forehead to 
symbolize repentance. The color for this service is black or purple. The color for the 
rest of Lent is purple. The hymns and services of Lent do not include the joyful word, 
“Alleluia.” Consider fasting during daylight hours. Spend your regular mealtime in 
prayer and devotional reading. If you cannot abstain from food for health reasons, 
abstain from something else (e.g., television or another leisure activity). Do not fast on 
Sundays, which are not part of the 40 days of Lent. Read Bible stories with children 
each day.

https://www.lhm.org/lent/


Introducing RaiseRight -- the new name for Scrip 
The same program and process, just a different name. 

What is RaiseRight? It’s a no-cost fundraiser that helps support the ministries at Grace. We purchase gift 
cards at a discounted rate and sell them at face value. Each merchant sets their own discount. The discount 
percentage is on the form. 
How does it work? You complete an order form to purchase gift cards through a RaiseRight coordinator. 
Forms are on the table in the Narthex, in the church office or from a RaiseRight Coordinator. Return the 
completed form and payment to a RaiseRight Coordinator, who will be in the Narthex after each service or 
to the church office. You receive the face value of the cards you ordered. If the card you ordered is in our 
stock, you will receive it immediately. Otherwise, we will order the card and you will receive it the following 
week. The difference between the face amount and the discounted amount is used to support the 
ministries at Grace for our church, school and ECC.
An added benefit to parents of students at Grace School, ECC or Martin Luther High School
You will receiver half of the discounted amount we receive toward the tuition you pay. If you do not 
have tuition to pay, you can indicate on the form to “Support a Student” and have half of the discount goes 
toward a student who needs help with their tuition. For example: You purchase a $100 gift card for 
Woodman’s. You pay $100 and receive a $100 gift card. We receive a 5 percent discount, so pay $95 for the 
card. You will receive $2.50 toward your tuition. The more cards you purchase, the more tuition credits you 
receive. 
Help with the process The RaiseRight coordinators are: Gail Nowakowski, Donna Dotson, Beth Jackson and 
Marlene Voss. You can call Gail Nowakowski at any time at 414-791-4075 with questions, or talk with one of 
the coordinators in the Narthex after each service. 

gracelutheran_oakcreek

Grace Lutheran Church, School & Early Childhood Center 

Oak Creek, WI

We enjoy 

using 

technology to 

continue the 

work of  

spreading the 

Good News of  

God’s Riches 

at Christ’s 

Expense!

LIKE our 

page, 

and make sure 

you SHARE 

these 

messages with 

others too!

We use these social media platforms to share the special things 

going on at church, school and the Early Childhood Center.

Most importantly, we share on social media the Gospel of  

God’s redeeming love! 



2/4  Dale Bukovcan
2/4 Jessica Mould
2/4 Stephanie Pulkownik
2/5 Renee Lutzke
2/6 Brad Abelt
2/6 Timothy Cooksy
2/6 Heidi Gottwald
2/6 Joshua Stresing
2/7 Traci Wrobbel-Bieszk
2/11 Kelly Laabs
2/11 Tony Mirenda
2/12 Amy Pankow
2/12 Mary Rowley
2/13 Dylan Schaefer
2/13 Henry Tindall
2/15 Terri Meyer 

2/15 Emma Urbaniak
2/16 Evan Kopperud
2/18 Rebecca Kamprath
2/18 Elizabeth Murphy
2/18 Robert Olen
2/18 Emilee Zunker
2/19 Scott Willms
2/20 Jim Sauer
2/21 Leah Abelt
2/21 John Gottwald IV
2/22 Graciana Lutzke
2/23 Sarah Hobart
2/25 Joel Banach
2/26 Melissa Peppler
2/27 Steve Gettleman

2/3 Justin and Jennifer Mendez 
2/29 Andrew and Samantha Gonsowaki

Grace Lutheran Oak Creek 
Youth Lock-In: March 14th & 15th

In the spirit of fellowship and fun, I am thrilled to announce 
an exciting event for our youth! We are planning a Youth 
‘Lock-In at Grace Lutheran School on Friday, March 14th, 
starting at 6:30 pm, and concluding on Saturday, March 15th, 
around 6:30 am. This event is open to 5th grade through High 
School youth and promises to be a night filled with laughter, 
learning, and connection. We are blessed to have Concordia 
University Wisconsin's Youth Ministry Team leading this event. 
They will bring high-energy games, authentic relationship-building 
activities, and meaningful devotions centered on God’s Word.

What to Bring: Snacks, A pillow, sleeping bag, and comfortable sleeping mat, A Bible, A spirit of fun and 
fellowship
Event Highlights: Dinner (Friday evening), Snacks throughout the night, Devotions centered on God’s 
Word, Active and engaging games, Breakfast in the morning (pending volunteer availability)
Your Help is Needed!
To ensure a safe and enjoyable event, we are looking for parent or adult chaperones to assist during the 
lock-in. If you are able to help, please email me at pastor@graceoakcreek.org. Your participation is vital 
to the success of this event and greatly appreciated!
RSVP & Volunteer
Please let us know if your child will attend by replying promptly. Each child may bring one friend, but we 
ask that attendance be confirmed early as we need sufficient adult supervision to proceed with the 
event. Your support and timely response will help us create a memorable experience for our youth, filled 
with fellowship, fun, and growth in God’s Word. Thank you for your enthusiasm and partnership in 
making this lock-in a success! We look forward to hearing from you soon!
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

2
8:00am Divine 

Worship 

9:15am Adult 

Bible Class 

9:15am Sunday 

School 

10:30am Divine 

Worship 

3
6:30pm 6-8 

Grade 

Confirmation 

Class 

4
7:00am Men's 

Bible Study & 

Breakfast (OC 

Diner) 

6:30pm -

8:30pm Stephen 

Ministry Meeting 

5
9:30am Ladies 

Bible Study 

6:30pm All 

Board's Meeting 

6
6:30pm Divine 

Worship 

7 8
8:00am - 9:30am 

Rise & Sonshine

Bible Study 

10:00am –

12:00pm Grace 

Ladies Guild 

9

8:00am Divine 

Worship 

9:15am Adult 

Bible Class 

10:30am Divine 

Worship 

10

6:30pm 6-8 

Grade 

Confirmation 

Class 

11

7:00am Men's 

Bible Study & 

Breakfast (OC 

Diner) 

12

9:30am Ladies 

Bible Study 

6:30pm Council 

Meeting 

13

6:30pm Divine 

Worship 

Valentines 

Coffee & Treats

After Service

14 15

16
8:00am Divine 

Worship 

9:15am Adult 

Bible Class and 

Sunday School 

10:30am Divine 

Worship 

Valentines Coffee 

& Treats

After Service

17
6:30pm 6-8 

Grade 

Confirmation 

Class 

6:30pm -

8:00pm Grief 

Share 

18
7:00am Men's 

Bible Study & 

Breakfast (OC 

Diner) 

19
9:30am Ladies 

Bible Study 

20
6:30pm Divine 

Worship 

21 22
8:00am - 9:30am 

Rise & Sonshine 

Bible Study 

23
8:00am Divine 

Worship 

9:15am Adult 

Bible Class 

10:30am Divine 

Worship 

11:30am New 

Member Potluck 

24
6:30pm 6-8 

Grade 

Confirmation 

Class 

6:30pm -

8:00pm Grief 

Share 

25
7:00am Men's 

Bible Study & 

Breakfast (OC 

Diner) 

26
9:30am Ladies 

Bible Study 

27
6:30pm Divine 

Worship 

28



Radio Worship Service

"The Lutheran Hour" can be heard anytime on the internet at lhm.org – scroll

down the page and click on, “listen now.” You can also listen to any of these local

radio stations on Sunday mornings:

WTMJ  Milwaukee, WI   103.3 FM Sunday at 6:30 am 

WTMJ  Milwaukee, WI   620 AM Sunday at 5:30 am 

WTMJ  Milwaukee, WI   620 AM Sunday at 6:30 am 

“The Lutheran Hour,” which began in 1930, is the world’s oldest continually

broadcast Gospel radio program. This weekly half-hour program, now heard on

more than 1,200 radio stations, pro-claims the message of Jesus Christ to a world-

wide audience.

Prayer Hot Line
In order to request prayers by 

members of Grace, please contact 
one of the following people. Your 
request will be made known to all 

members of our Prayer Line. Prayer 
requests for worship service should 
be directed to the church office or 

Pastor Taggatz.

10AM – 3PM
Carol Thurber, 762-9615

3PM – 9PM
Pauline Parker, 764-5574

Internet Prayerline
Pauline Parker

paulinemom@aol.com

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH, 

SCHOOL, ECC

CHURCH & ECC
3381 E. Puetz Rd.

Oak Creek, WI 53154

SCHOOL & CHURCH OFFICE
8537 S. Pennsylvania Ave.

Oak Creek, WI 53154

WEBSITE

https://graceoakcreek.org

Pastor John M. Taggatz

PH: 414.762.8990

Thursday Worship 6:30 pm
Sunday Worship 8:00 am and 

10:30 am

https://graceoakcreek.org/

