Advent Midweek 3
December 18, 2025

FIRST READING Isaiah 61:1-4, 10-11
(The prophet declares the glorious reversal of human
fortunes upon the Messiah’s advent.)

The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has
anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to
bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and
the opening of the prison to those who are bound; to proclaim the
year of the Lord’s favor and the day of vengeance of our God; to
comfort all who mourn; to grant to those who mourn in Zion—to
give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, the oil of
gladness instead of mourning, and the garment of praise instead
of a faint spirit; that they may be called oaks of righteousness, the
planting of the Lord, that He may be glorified. They shall build
up the ancient ruins; they shall raise up the former devastations;
they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many
generations.

I will greatly rejoice in the Lord; my soul shall exult in my God,
for He has clothed me with the garments of salvation; He has
covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks
himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, and as a bride
adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its
sprouts, and as a garden causes what 1s sown 1n it to sprout up,
so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to sprout up
before all the nations.

Lector: This 1s the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL READING Luke 1:39-56
(An eruption of joy as John meets Jesus, and Mary bursts into praise)

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter
People: Glory to You, O Lord.

In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town
in Judah, and she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. And when
Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth
was filled with the Holy Spirit, and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you
among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! And why is this granted to me
that the mother of my Lord should come to me? For behold, when the sound of your
greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she
who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the
Lord.”

And Mary said,

“My soul magnifies the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant.

For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed,;

for he who is mighty has done great things for me,

and holy is his name.

And his mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with his arm;

he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts;

he has brought down the mighty from their thrones

and exalted those of humble estate;

he has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich he has sent empty away.
He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
as he spoke to our fathers,

to Abraham and to his offspring forever.”

And Mary remained with her about three months and returned to her home.

Pastor: This i1s the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.



